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Form Number Assessor's Number ~ Areals) 

I 22 /4 · 1 ~ ..__I _ _.___2 _ ___, 

Town __ Kl..l...l.,i~n~N~Swt~o~n~-----------------------

Place (neighborhood or village) On +-he .T an es 

River.near Sjlypr T.ake 

Address _ _....2_3._3.1.......J.G.:i..r1.....1..1.a..1'.v.e;........S.ut..__. ---------------

Up and Down House, or 
Historic Name ~H llor Johnson HotJ:oe 

Uses: Present Single family home 

Original Single fam,Mill house 

Date of Construction @l 7 0 2 _..;;.__ _______________ _ 
Source Registry of Deeds ,Assessors 

Center chimney,! story cape 
~~~&iiil! Style/Form w/2 early additions 

Sketch Map 
Drll1JJ a map showing the building's location in relation to the 
nearest cross streets and/or major natural features. Show all 
buildings betwem inventoried building and nearest intersec­
tion or natural feature. Label streets including route numbers, 
if any. Circle and number the inventoried building. Indicate 
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Recordedby __ R_o_b_e_r_t_A __ M __ o_u_r_a _______ _ 

Organization Kingston Historical Cammi s ion 

Date (month/year) _______ 7.._/_1_3..;../_9_6 _____ _ 

Architect!Builder __ .;;;:U~n:..:..k:.:;.n.:..:o~•:.:..vn:..!.-___________ _ 

Exterior Material: 

Foundation low stone 

\.Vall/Trimclapboard front,cedar shake 

Roof asphaul t shingle 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures __ B_a_r_n_, ___ _ 

Outhouse 

Major Alterations (with dates) cellar kitchen in 

west basement room @1810 

·Condition average 

Moved ~no Dyes Date _________ _ 

Acreage Appx. 16. 5 .acres 

Setting Roll ino "hills, 2 acres of blue-

berry bushes,borderina Jones River 
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- BUILDING FORM 

ARCillTECTURAL DESCRIPTION = see continuation sheet 
Describe architeaural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the community. 

The Miller Tom Johnson House is a first period,~enter chimney, 
cape style,bank house,built to conform to the side of a small hill 
with exposed cellar walls at the south and east elevations. Con­
structed for use as a yeoman,s farm house, it became a miller,s 
house when a grist mill was constructed at .the site @1767. 
The house retains its original"whitches crosse" door,primative 
batten door with strap hinges,dutch oven,orignal fireplace 
crane,hand hewn cedar shingle interior wall in 18th century shed 
roofed addition(with mortice and tenon window also on interior 
wall~,~rched . brick supports to hold upstairs h~ar"Iells,and many of its 

or1g1nal f1nshes. · 

lllSTORICAL NARRATIVE Iii see continuation sheet 
Discuss the history of the building. &plain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building, and the role(s) 
the owners/occupants played within the community. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REY--.t.RENCES il. see continuation sheet 

:Kl Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach a completed National 
Register Criteria Statement form. 
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1702 "Up and Down 11 House, Grove Street, Kingston, illass. 
(Early example of split-level home construction) 

Froo a paper entitled, 11 Characters, Houses, 
and Events of t he Forge Pond District, 11 

( Kingston, Mass.), dated Jan • . 28, 1932, 
prepared by Helen Woods (now deceased), 
historian for The Jones River Association, 
trustees of historic Bradford House of 
Kingston, home of ~,lassc.chusetts Bay Col­
ony's first governor, t he followi ng quotes 
are excerpted: 

11---·rhe community is known by its old houses to be one of 
tl-~e oldest settlements in t he United States ••• the tillable 
land surrounding l<' orge Fond, or Jones :rti ver Pond as it was 
known later-- and still later on as Silver Lake, ·was de­
voted chiefly to t l:e cultivation of rye and corn ••• 

' 
'---Due to the presence of much iron ore discovered in the 
e.rea in veins 20 11 to 24rr in thickness, an iron foundry 
devoted principally to t he forgi ng of anchors was set up 
on the northeast corne r of t he pond, e.nd vrns coiTu11only knovm 
as 'l1he Anchor Forge, 1.vhere t h e anchor f or the fri gate, 
Constitution, is said to have been forg ed . The enterprise 
closed down shortly after t he Civil ·:Iar terminated ••• 
'---·J:he Squire James ~-Io lmes house on ~' orge Pond v-1ith its 
huge fireplace with crane and brick oven and divided stair­
way leading to the upper floor, is pictured in t he lectur es 
given by t he artist, ~allace Nutting , who told me, as he 
did in his lectures time and again, t hat he knew of but 
two of this type anywhere i n New England. This property 
vrns acquired by t he Rev . and i:.Irs. J·oseph Evans who have done 
much to preserve the original charm of this old house ••• 
'--- 'l'he Reed estate vvitti_ its commanding view of t l-_e lake 
became known as t he Bben Plir:roton home upon t he acquisi­
ti on of this early Dew ~ngl and ho~estead in defe rence to 
~r. Plimpton's promi nence as an actor and longtime int~-

mate of his fe llow artist, Geor s ia Drew Barrymore who 
oft er.;. suE!Inered across t Le street at t ~~e .:.:ort er :.:~ eed hoDe •.• 
'---The ~allace ~ .. aslat ~li n or Dr eke ho~e, or v~at ~as lon= 

'c ee i1 c<c~lled t Le ·-' ~ - · .. ~ , f 
•-L "-' , : l ~ hous e 

/::.· 
·_'-'·t--



1702 "Up and Down" House, Kingston, Mass., Continued 

now -2-

known as Grove Street, appears not unlike a cottage in 

Old England. This house was built by miller Tom Johnson, 
who conducted a milling business with a grist mill set up 

on Jones River Brook bordering the easterly side. Tom~ 

Johnson ground native corn and rye. The old millstone 

is there today. The house is said to havebeen built in 
its quaint style through the influence of Thomas Jefferson 

Johnson, his cousin, who lived in t he Colonial brick house 
facing Pl_;zmpton station (located a t the junction of King­
ston and Plympton townships and of no significance to Eben 

Plimpton hone half-mile distant). It was said that Thomas 
J. Johnson who was more afflueEt than his cousin, miller 

J ohnson, a greed to help the lat t er in a financial way if 
miller Tom Johnson would build his home with a cellar kit­
chen in an ell on a little lower level than the main part 

of t h e cottage. l.liller Tom wc.s said to havebeen reluctant 
to do t his, but finally acquiesced because of his cousin's 

financial backing. The plan was to have the kitchen as 

nearly separate from t he rest of t h e house DS possible 
without having it i n a different building as was so fre­
quently done in so uthern colonial homes v; here the climate 

made it possible ••• 
'---I do not have the early history of the Thomas Jeffer­
son Johnson colonial brick house. But i'Sr. Walter H. Faunce 

and ~ . ~r. John Hall, both old residents of the town, and 
both fC?.miliar with the early history of these houses, say 
t'c.at t h e gro c.1_nds facL~g t he '11homas J eff erson Johnson home 

was t he poi n t of a s sembl y fro~ ~hence volunteers from 
surr oundi ng towns raarched off to Concord and Lexington to 
fig ht the J r i tish .•• ¥ 

' 1--- :;re d i t s f ·::J r t:-te a bove i nf or:·::.atLm : ~ .irs. Leora Br yant, 
nee D1~ a~rn ( fa;T1i ly o·.c;ned i-=iil l er ~ -Jhnsor.. hov. se ~ , aged 8 5 in 

1932; ,: 2_ lter E . ?e.tn::.ce , John II .?~ll , ==r s . Anne .Fratt (noted 

1-·:·.·) 
t·'.',!'.•;; 

"~-~rt·· 
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1702 "Up and Down" House, Kingston, Mass •• Continued 

in -3-

his reseaJi!ch for the deaf), all of contemporary age and 
life-long residents of the area." 

Additional Data on the 1702 11 Up and Down" House 

In September of 1941 when the present owners, Ruby Hales 
Lee (nee Ruby Hales) and Robert o. Lee, called upon Fr~k 
T. Drake (now deceased ) at the suggestion of the late Judse 
Theodore ~ . Bisbee of Plymouth, attorney, representing Ruby 
Hales in the purchase of this property to obtain a Quitclaim 
Covenant from r:Ir. Drake in order to correct t be deed fro1!l 
I.Ir. Drake to -.'iallace 1. Lia s lathlin ·17ho at that time was 

conveying the propert ,y to Rv by ~ '.ales, .hi.r. Drake, t hen i r.. 
his mid-nineties, said he wa s only· ..f ive years of age when 
his parents, Rhoda T. and ~ardi~ Dra~e purchased this 
property and moved in. The hous e a t t hat time was arranged 
with separate living acco:-11nodations for two families; 0:1e 
section devoted to t ~e t hree upper-story rooms and l ower 
dining room and kitchen built arour:d the central chir:mey 
now standing ; the other living quarters consisting of t wo 
upper~story rooms with their own chimney in the projection 
extending from the west end. It is believed this projec­
tion is the "ell" mentioned in the Helen Wood!~ paper, 
as the section built by miller Joh .. '1son, and was added to 
the older section built b~ someone else at an earlier date 
but whose name is not available. Llr. Drake said his father 
had records t o show this older section built arovnd the 
central chimney was constructed in 1702. -,-ihile the con­
struction of the extension t o t he upper-level section is 
obviously old a s may be determi ned by its constructi on 
and interior :finish such as t l:e f eat ;_1er-paneled doors 
and sose hardware, the section built around the existing 



1702 "Up and Down 11 House, Kingston, Mass.--Continued 

-4-
much 

older as may be determined by pilaster z~%E interior 
corners, primitive type batten doors, hand-wrought hard­
ware such as hinges, latches, ~nd nails; and principally, 

a large brick fireplace vri th built-in crane, and a primi­
tive recessed oven 'Ni th a separate flue of its own--
and arched brick supports holding the hearths of the 
firepl~ces in the rooms above. 
Mr. Drake said his family used the small one-story exten­
sion on the eastern end as a summer kitchen. The framing 
in this addition appears as old asth e framing in the ori­
ginal section , but it was obviously added sorre years after­
ward as evidenced by t he hand-hewn shingles and pe ;_::ged 
·window fra.'Tie t l:at once f ormed t he exterior easterly side 
left i ntact, as was often t he practice in older times as 
families expanded , and more room vvas needed. V/hen he 
married, said ~r. Drake, he and his wife occupied the 
so-called mi l ler Johnson ell (mentioned in I-:Irs. Woods' 
paper on ~ouses of t he Forge Pohd District) and his par­
ents occupied t he older 11 up and downn section. After the 
demise of hisj1r.ot her i n the 1880s, I.Ir. Drake said his wife 
insisted upon r emoval of most of the window sash with 
the eic;ht tiny 5~ r1 x 6 11 panes-over-sixteen, and installa­
tion of "modern 11 sash with the larger four-over-four panes. 
The eight-over-sixteen have subsequently been restored. 
The panelin,::: i n t he fro nt door to fi±E the one-story ex­
tension at t he lmver level on t he east end is in the form 
of t he so-co.ll ed "wi t che's cross" and is origi nal. The 
ot her t wo fro nt doo rs are reproductions. The flo or in 
t his lower- leve l ext ensi on is of brick , as well a s t he 
f loor i n t ~e kit chen; ~ o th f l oors origi nally laid without 
a b o:Hi i ;-:.:::;: ai; e ::-~t , ,, ~; Ci Si,;_bsequently relaid '.'rit t: mortar. 'I'he 
ot her f l oors ar e t he ori c i nal wi do boards of dea l or hard 
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softer, 
worn fibres of the wood. 

The ucold cellar11 extending from a door in the west wall 
of the kitchen and supporting what has been described as 
the miller Johnson ell, has a floor of rough stones ris­
ing 18" above the level of the kitchen floor. A paneled 
door vd th hand-wrought strap hinces in the rt west end of 
the 11 colcl cellar" opens onto a stoned-in areaway leading 
up a flight of stone steps to the upper ground level out­
side. 

The entire north wall of all rooms in t he downstairs or 
lower level section is below .e;rotmd. A small stoned-in 
areaway with a small window-sash built into the top of 
the stone wall on the north side provides light for t he 
bathroom and small cellar-way leading off t he kitchen. 
'rhe southern wall of the id tchen is 2.lso below c:; round but 
is provided with a stoned-in areaway at the top '\Vi th a 
bank of three small windows that provide a modest amount 
of light to the interior, but are partly concealea by a 
clump of lilac bushes of indeterminate age just beyond. 

fhe dining room leading off the kitchen has its whole 
north wall below ground, as well as part of its south­
ern exposure up to a depth of three feet. A primitive 
batten door with original strap hinges in the east wall 
of the dining room opens with o~e step down into the 
one-room lowe~-level extension mentioned above. 

This house is of historical s i gni f icanc e to the Co~non­

'Heal th and ti1e nation by reason of it beir: g o.ne of the 
early examples of split-level ·construction. The propert y 
as a whol e is of historica l sicnificance to t he t own of 
c, i ngston because it vVo. S t r1e Site Of t /: e "t own 1 S :cirst ~ri St 
rc: iJ.1. ·rhe w.ill itse lf has l on:::.: since bee:~1 0.est royeci . 



Massachusetts Historical Commission 
80 Boylston Street · 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 
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communiry Property Address 

Kingston, 233 Grove St 

Area(s) FormNo. 

National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 

Check all that apply: 

g Individually eligible D Eligible ~ in a historic district 
!Kl Contributing to a potential historic district D Potential historic district 

Criteria: DA DB ac DD 

Criteria Considerations: DA DB DC DD DE D F DG 

StatementofSignificanceby Robert A. Moura,Kin2ston Hist.Commision 
. The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 
The "Up and Down House"is an unusal example of the typical 

center chimney ,cape style construction , common to New England in 
the early 18th century,and retains many of the ''distinctive ch~r­
acteristics of this period.The house was built on a foundation of 

field stone.The floors are of wide deal or hard pine,as is the pan­
eling.The interior doors have raised panels. The floor joists are 
exposed in the cellar and are unworked logs. The exposed "surnmo.• 
beams in the cellar,which hold the arched brick supports that in 
turn hold the upstairs hearths,were plainly hewn with an adz 
The hand wrought hardware(latches,hinges,nails,fireplace cranes , 
etc)is typical of early 18th century homes. Woocen pins join the 
pairs of roof joists,which are stamped with roman numerals.A rare 
survival of a common practice is the west interior wall of the 
east addition,which retains the hand hewn shingles and mortice and 
tenon window,formerly the east exterior wall.The east acdition 
has its original "Witches crosse" door,with strap hinges.Upstairs, 
all corners are pillastered.There are built in cabinets in the 
cellar dining room.A primative cutch oven with separate flu is set 
parallel to the fireplace in the cellar dining room. 

The house and property retains its historically significant 
integrity. It was built beside the Jones River at a point where the 
small,rolling hills meet the river valley,providing the vital water 
resource nessesary to the owner at a time when agriculture predom­
inated. In 1767,the river was dammed to create a grist rnill,which 
operated for nearly a century. 

The house was originally designed as a "banJc house", with 
all of the eastern and 1/2 of the southern cellar walls exposed. 
An early 18th century shed roofed addition,and early 19th century 
cape style addition were built at different levels -from - the origin-

7/92 
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al construction in order to conform to the slope of the hill, creating 
an early example of split level construction. 

The setting of the home is well situated for 18th and 19th cen­
tury agricultural lifestyle. On the eastern side of the house are the 
relatively fertile Jones River Meadows,beyond which lies the river. 
The hills on the western side provided the owner with convenient acc­
ess to trees for firewood and building products,and marked the end of 
an early road to the mouth of the Jones River Pond,now called Silver 
Lake. 

The materials used to construct the home were probably obtained 
on site,or locally,and consist of feildstone,hard pine,hand cut nails 
and hardware of iron,and briclc.The builder crafted the house from 
these materials using the traditional methods of the period. 

The feeling of the property may be its most significant attribute. 
No other homes are visible from the house or meadows,creating a sense 
of isolation that was surely a fact of life for the original owner. 
The sounds of birds and other wildlife,the woodlands rolling gently 
down to the gardens and open meadow, beyond which flows the river, 
and the ancient fruit trees,supported now by little more than cambium 
bark around hollow cores,and possibly the oldest in town,give a tre­
mendous sense of age and time to the land. The house, and in partic­
ular the cellar dining room,provides virtually all who enter it with 
a transendant experience of remarkable vividness. 
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FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

• APR • 80 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 
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SGS -Quadrant -------
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In Area no. Form no. 

Town k1~~ 
Address ~£, ~Ei:. 

Name M (QQrr~ Vl.Q?WJ
1 
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Present use tEs;Jd§d1.g'r---< 

Present owner ~ Q,. h?z__ 
Description: 

Date / 70d.. 

Source R~~ oR ~rnds 
Style &:Jrij i-Sf-~, &pc. sfr-rlc..) 
Architect --------------
;Exterior wall fabric h&W'~ wd .sA ~ 
Outbuildings (describe)~b_a.r~~h ____ _ 

5. Lot size: 

One acre or less Over one acre I er 0-,, --
Approximate frontage 9 t:::Jc Jf: 
Approximate distance of building from street · 
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7. Original owner (if known) __ UtJ ................ tn~ ....... &M ......... J......_n..__ ___________________ _ 

Original use yt:·;s~~cr = 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates --------------------------..-
8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

v 
v 

!/ 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 

L~map~-~ ·~ ~ ~ 
~~~Msl 
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ton 

2. Town /(~~--n 
7 

Street address GrovL [;£~ 

to: Name /?02 J-loa p (LE. E) 
J;i,.r;-,,, /z.-PY .. t.-1..~....-P ; l-4r-;. '>'f-.h' 

Original use v~~~ /...- , ~L~-/. f<Jr~-£1 ·-i.-& 
the r ~ . ">-r 

): Present use h~ 'f'i4. u-w..rf 'U, ~~~ 
J; ~~4-~;/ 

SU£,.o-f.u~~11 Present owner /&1,-d-LJ. frBu4rfl· L£g: 
Scholar Other 97-i;srf . ~ 
Agriculture Commerce/industry Open to public 6"' T ly ~n'71'~£._,,,,..,.. __.j " ·,~/.., 4i,., 
~Architecture Science/invention ' ~ -... 

Art/sculpture Travel/communication Date / ?t>)... Style£'~ f l!&f:..u.:' f S.i>Lf.-L7 ~ 
Education Military affairs > ~ l»tf 
Government Religion/philosophy Source of date J~ J./tfa .;, ~j)tµ. _., 
Literature Indians · · 
Music Development of town/city Architect /;),~H-.C1 1"I 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
3 ~ CONDITION: Excellent Good Fair Deteriorated Moved Altered Added@~ ~/ lj,...~ ,/ 

4. DESCRIPTION 

L/' - () 
FOUNDATION/BASEMENT: High Regular Low Material: /_c~ [ u~~;-e , 

V (" JI . i iv, b 17~--r cv-> .l ~~ J .. kj~:n·~J ~ fro-;;. '/ 
WALL COVER: Wood :yu. "'-,..~ " 7-t n Brick Stone Other ----------
ROOF: Ridg~ Gambrel Flat Hip Mansard _/_?_Wz::....-.~~-'--/i._t:;_·rrf-'--·-----------­

Tower Cupola Dormer windows Balustrade Grillwork N v--~. . 
------"'---------~ v 

CHIMNEYS: 1 2 3 4 - ~ Center End Interior Irregular Cluster Elaborate 

STORIES: 1 2 3 4--D-v~ATTACHMENTS: Wings Ell Shed Su~,i./j~ 
PORCHES: 1 2 3 4 

FACADE: Gable end: Front/Side Ornament: 5-µ{-b:..-vif ~:/1 .3hzrr. ·~b·-:J 
I 

Balcony 

Entrance: Side Front: Center/Side Details: -j /n;Jr.J.; ~ ~:J: £.-....- ... ; (:n.iA.- J ~r f~.;/. 
' v ;.,-

Windows: Spacing: Regular/Irregular Identical/Varied -~ C-4,_, ) :k-->4-£--1- ~'7.: -r - /6, 

5. Indicate location of structure in relat ion to 
nearest cross streets and other buildings 

------ - ~ /flA/L RD.Ab 

GRc lt;: ST 

"'-....J:E E ifbl.JJJ::. .... 

----

6. Footage of structure from street ~.ct fi" · 
Property has ?'i:J ,.,5 feet frontage oflStreet 

Recorder j?0 ~ P. .\- o. L.P ... c::::::: 

Photo Date 

SEE· RE VERSE '"' ' "E .. .. . 
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RELATION OF SURROUNDING TO STRUCTURE 

1. Outbuildings ~- k,,"H ~J:. {'v )-}. t,."f 
v- :-- ~ 

2. Landscape Features: Agriculture Open Wooded Garden: Formal/Informal 
Predominant features -r-vtll--i ~-~ 1. ~~-?./tr /J.-l.. "J' .~ ~/ 2 e~ 
Landscape architect J-~f ,h.,,.4 ~, /,;,,-. ~ t Ly ~ rr r (L±:z £-,·?.!,,/ t~ ,£- J 

1~11-r.- ' .Jr- r ~- ~ = 
3. Neighboring Structures .- " :C-~~// );,~~-""''..--~~ £.~_;id ..Jc...._ · ~"-"'/. ~7' ,-.,,. , 

Style: Colonial Federal Greek Revival Gothic Revival Italian Villa Lombard Rom. ' 1 

Venetian Gothic Mansard Richardsonian Modern 1 

i/ 
Use: Residential Commercial Religious Conditions: Excellent Good. Fair Deteriorated 

GIVE A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF HISTORIC IMPORTANCE OF SITE (Refer and elaborate on 
theme circled on front of form) 

BIBLIOGRAPHY AND/OR REFERENCE 

Jct-. ~dv!_,/ ?PjJ---: ~ ~~~J: /')02 'J//.r~---_,,!Z/)~ ~IP~ 

RESTRICTIONS-LJ\it~·L~'-X--~::::,_~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Original Owner: S'c.. A~ Jz.J /). · ; 
Deed Information: Book Number I ~s- Page Cf 6 , PZ,~u~(frf.R..44 , Registry of Deeds 

~P~ R~7l. ·1, f),.,...~ ~~ !'tfiv---r~ lkrv-f? ~/:rzi---lt 1, D·-rJVh-t1 ai.:l,,1.5-;1?'1-'6.Jl1-lt • .J'll-P~z.J9lJ 
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1702 "Up and Down" House , Grove Street, Ki ngston ,Mass. 
(Early example of split-level home construction) 

From a paper entitled, "Characters, Houses, 
and Events of t he Forge Pond District," 
( Ki ngston , Wass. ) , dated Jan. 28, 1932, 
prepared by Helen roods (now deceased ) , 
historian f or The J ones River Association , 
trustees of historic Bradford House of 
Kingston, home of 1assachusetts Bay Col­
ony's f irst governor, t he f ollowing quotes 
are excerpted: 

11 ---The community is known by i t s old houses to be one of 
the oldest settlements in t he United States ••• t he tillable 
land surrounding Forge Pond, or J ones River Pond a s it was 
known later-- and still later on as Silver Lake, was de­
voted chief ly to t he cultivation of r ye and corn ••• 
'---Due to t he presence of much iron ore discovered i n t he 
area i n veins 20" to 24° in thickness, · an iron foundry 
devoted principally to the forgi ng of anchors was set up 
on the northeast corner of t he pond, and was commonly known 
as The Anchor Forge , where t h e anchor fo r the fri gate, 
Constitution, is s aid to have been f orged. The enterprise 
closed down shortly after t he Civil War termi nated ••• 
' ---The Squire James Holmes house on Porge Pond with its 
huge f ireplace with crane and brick oven and divided stair-
1,vay leading t o the upper floor, is pictured i n t he lect ures 
given by t he artist, V1al lace Nutting , who told me, a s he 
did in his lectures time and again , t hat he knew of but 
t wo of t his type anywhere i n New England. This property 
was acquired by t he Rev. and Mrs. Joseph Evans who have done 
much to preserve t he original charm of t his old house ••• 
'---The Reed estate with its commanding view of t he lake 
became known as t he Eben Plimpton home upon t he acquisi­
tion of t his early New Engl and homestead in def erence to 
Mr. Plimpton's promi nence as an actor and longtime int~­

mate of his fellow artist, Georgia Drew Barrymore who 
often summered across t he street at t he Por ter Reed home ••• 
'---The Wallace Maglathlin or Drake home, or what h~s long 
been called t he 11 up and down 11 house on Egypt oad, now 
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known as Grove Street, appears not unli ke a cottage in 
Old England. This house was built by miller Tom Johnson, 
who conducted a milling business with a grist mill set up 
on Jones River Brook bordering t he easterly side. Tom¢ 
Johnson ground native corn and rye. The old millstone 
is there today. The house is said to havebeen built in 
its quaint style through the influence of Thomas Jefferson 
Joh..'1son, his cousin, who lived i n t he Co lonial brick house 
facing Pl~mpton station (located at t he junction of King­
ston and Plympt on townships and of no significance t o Eben 
Plimpton home half -mile distant). It was said that Thomas 
J . Johnson who was more a f fluent than his cousin, miller 
Johnson, agreed to help t he latter in a financial way if 
miller Tom Johnson would build his home with a cellar kit­
chen in an ell on a little lower level than the main part 
of the cottage. Miller Tom was said to havebeen reluctant 
to do t his, but f inally acquiesced because of his cousin 's 
f inancial backing. The plan was to have t he kitchen as 
nearly separate from t he rest of the house ~s possible 
without having it i n a different building as was so f re­
quently done in southern colonial homes where t he climate 
made it possible ••• 
'---I do not · have t he early history of t he Thomas Jef fer­
son Johnson colonial brick house. But Jr. Walter H. Faunce 
and Ir. John Hall, both old residents of the town, and 
both familiar with t he early history of these houses, say 
t hat t he grounds facing t he Thomas J eff erson Johnson home 
was t he point of assembly from whence volunteers from 
surrounding towns marched off to Concord and Lexington to 
f ight t he British ••• • 
"---Credits for t he above i nformation: .Mrs. Leora Bryant, 
nee Drake (fami ly owned mil l er Johnson house ) , aged 85 in 
1932; Walter H. Faunce, John Hall, Mrs. Anne Pratt (noted 
genealogistan and co-worker with Alexander Graham Bell in 
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his reseatch for t he deaf), all of dontemporary age and 
life-long residents of the area." 

Additional Data on t he 1702 "Up and Down" House 

In September of 1941 when the present owners, Ruby Hales 
Lee (nee Ruby Hales ) and Robert o. Lee, called upon Fr ank 
T. Drake (now deceased) at the suggestion of t he late Judge 
Theodore W. Bisbee of Plymouth , attorney, representing Ruby 
Hales in t he purchase of this property to obtain a Quitclaim 
Covenant from Mr . Drake in order to correct t he deed from 
~'Ir. Drake to lallace L. Iaglathlin who at that time was 
conveyi ng t he property to Ruby Hales, Mr. Drake, t hen i n 
his mi d- nineties, said he was only f ive years of age when 
his parents, Rhoda T. and ~ardin Dr ake purchased t his 
property and moved in. The house a t t hat time was arranged 
with separate living accommodations fo r t wo families; one 
section devoted to t he t hree upper-story rooms and l ower 
dining room and kitchen built around t he central chimney 
now standi ng ; t he other living quarters consisting of t wo 
upper~story rooms with t heir own chimney in the projection 
extending from t he west end. It is believed this projec­
tion is the "ell" mentioned in the Helen Wood~~ paper, 
as t he section built by miller Johnson, and was added to 
the older section built by someone else at an earlier date 
but whose name is not available. Mr. Drake said his father 
had records to show this older section built around the 
central chimney was constructed in 1702. lhile the con­
struction of the extension to t he upper-level section is 
obviously old as may be determined by its construction 
and i nterior f inish such a s t he fe~ther-paneled doors 
and some hardware, t he section built around the existing 
chimney (the chimney in the 11 e11n was taken down ) is much 
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much 
older a s may be dete rmi ned by pilaster Em%KR%E i nterior 
corner s , primi t ive typ e ba t ten doors, hand-wrought hard­
ware such a s hinges, l atches, ~nd nai l s; and pri ncipally , 
a large br i ck f ireplace wi t h built-in crane, and a primi­
t ive recessed oven wi t h a separ ate f l ue of its own--
and arched brick suppor t s holdi ng t he hearths of t he 
firep l~ces i n t he rooms above. 
Mr. Drake said his f ami ly used t he small one-story exten­
sion on the eastern end a s a s ummer kitchen . The f r ami ng 
i n t his addition appears as old a sthe frami ng i n t he ori­
ginal section , but i t was ·obviously added sorre years after­
ward a s evidenced by the hand-hewn shingles and pe o·ged 
wi ndow f r ame t hat once f ormed t he exterior easterly side 
left i nt act, a s was of ten t he practice i n older times a s 
families expanded , and more room was needed. When he 
married, said I r. Dr a ke , he and his wife occupi ed t he 
s o-called miller J ohnson ell (ment ioned i n Mr s . Woods' 
paper on Rous e s of t he Forge Pohd Distri ct ) and his par­
ents occupied t he older "up and downn section . After t he 
demise of hislnot her i n t he 1880s , Mr. Dr ake said his wi f e 
i nsisted upon r emoval of most of t he wi ndow s ash with 
t he eight tiny 5tn x 611 panes-over-sixteen , and i nsta l la­
tion of "modernn sash with t he l arger f our-over-f our pane s . 
The eight-over -sixteen have subsequent l y been r estored . 
The paneling i n t he f ront door to :blbl the one-st ory ex­
tension at t he lower level on t he east end is i n t he fo r m 
of t he so-ca lled "witche's cros s" and is origi nal. The 
other t wo front doors are reproductions. The f loor i n ,.. 
this lower-level extension is of brick , ~s well a s t he 
f loor in t he kitchen ; bot h f l oors or i gi nally laid without 
a bonding agent, and subs equently r elaid with mortar . The 
other f loors are t he origi nal wi de boards of dea l or hard 
pi ne with numerous knot s pr otr uding wel l above t he soft er , 
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softer, 

worn fibres of the wood. 

The "cold cellarn extendi ng f rom a door i n t ne west wall 
of the kitchen and supporting what has been de scribed as 
the miller J ohnson ell, has a fl oor of rough stones ris­
i ng 18 n above t he level of t he kitchen floor. A paneled 
door with hand- wrought strap hinges i n the ~ west end of 
t he tt cold cellar 11 opens onto a stoned-in areaway leading 
up a f light of stone steps t o t he upper ground level out­
side. 

The entire north wall of all ro oms i n t he downstairs or 
lower level section is below ground. A small stoned-in 
areaway with a small window-sash built into the top of 
t he stone wall on the north side provides light f or the 
bathroom and small cellar-way leading off t he kitchen. 
The sout hern wal l of t he kitchen is a lso below ground but 
is provided with a stoned-in areaway at the top with a 
bank of t hree small wi ndows t hat provide a modest amount 
of light to the interior, but are partly concealed by a 
clump of lilac bushes of i ndeterminate age just beyond. 

·r he dining room leading of f the kitchen has its whole 
north wall below ground, as well as part of its south­
ern exposure up to a depth of three feet. A primitive 
batten door with origi nal strap hinges i n the eas t wall 
of t he dining room opens with one step down into t he 
one-room lowe~-level extension mentioned above. 

This house is of historical signif icance to the Common­
weal th and t he nation by reason of it being one of the 
e~rly examples of s plit-level construction . The property 
as a whole is of historica l significance to t he town of 
Ki ngston because it was t he site of t he town's f irst grist 
mill. The mill itself h~s long since been destroyed. 
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destroyed . 
And what was once t he millpond, a damned- up area on t he 
easter ly border f or med by J ones River Brook , has been 
given over to a maple grove . One of t he t wo huge gring­
i ng s t one s f our f eet i n diameter and six i nche s thick , 
with t he characteristic spiral groove s chiseled i n t he 
gri nding sur f ace, was itself cut i n half by a former 
owner of t he property s ome fif ty-odd years ago , and 
present ly f orms t he t wo upper stone steps leading to 
t he central front door . The other mi llstone was also 
cut i n half and was s aid to havebeen carted of f by a 
collector of antiques at a time when t he property was 
temporarily unoccupied . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE by_M~ic=h=ae=l-=-S-=te=in=it=z __________________ _ 

MHC staff was unable to assess the National Register eligibility of this property based on the information we have 
on file. We therefore would request the following additional information: 

While our inventory files include a detailed, six page description of the interior and exterior of this property, the 
most recent exterior photograph in the file is from 1978. The descriptive narrative, which is very comprehensive 
and quite helpful, also appears to date from this time. A set of current interior and exterior photographs that 
show the state of the notable features as described would establish the present condition of the property. A 
description of any post-1978 changes to the physical fabric of the building would also be helpful. 

There appears to be no documentary evidence in our file for a 1 702 construction date for this building, although 
an analysis of the building material itself might reveal some important clues. However, even if the building dates 
from the later eighteenth century, it is nevertheless an unusual and very interesting survival. Once we have 
confirmed that no recent changes have compromised the integrity of the building, it seems very likely that we will 
find the building eligible for National Register listing. 
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Based on information on file with MHC and recent interior and exterior photographs requested by MHC staff and 
submitted, the Miller Johnson's House, 233 Grove Street, Kingston is eligible for listing on the National Register 
of Historic Places under criteria A and C at the local level, as an unusually well-preserved example of a modest 
eighteenth century dwelling, one with associations with people and events representative of Kingston's history. A 
nomination would need to address the evolution of the building over time, as well as the sequence of owners and 
occupants and their roles in Kingston history. 
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