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Town Kingston

Place (neighborhood or village)

Address 15 Landing Road

Historic Name The Poor House

Uses: Present residence

Original residence

Date of Construction ¢. 1772 +/-

Source maps & local history

Style/Form __Fedewn| style,

Architect/Builder

Exterior Material:

Foundation unknown

Wall/Trim  wood shingles

Roof wood shingles

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures

pool house

Major Alterations (with dates)
¢.1830 north end extended

Condition goad

Moved Xno [Jyes Date
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BUILDING FORM

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION X see continuation sheet
Describe architectural features Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings
within the community.

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE X see continuation sheet
Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of
the building, and the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community.

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES X see continuation sheet

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET

[0 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach
.acompleted National Register Criteria. Statement form.
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Kingston 15 landingRoad
Massachusetts Historical Commission A . N
220 Morrissey Bivd. rea(s) FormNo.
Boston, Massachusetts 02125 303

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:

The residence at 15 Landing Road was built, at least in part, c.1772. This 5x2 bay, wood frame,
2 story building is clad with wood shingles, the side gable roof is also covered with wood
shingles. A rnassive brick chimney is located at the ridge on the southern end of the house. A
smaller brick chimney is located at the ridge in the northern end of the house. The center
entrance is flanked by fluted pilasters with a transom and pediment above. The windows
contain 12/12 sash with wood shutters and flat surrounds. The cornerboards are thin and flat.
A ell is attached to the rear of the building but details were not visible from the street.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE:

According to local historians there are two stories about the origin of this house. The first,
written by Emily Drew, is that the house, supposedly built about 1708 or 1710, was moved to
the site from someplace else in the area. However, according to historian Doris Johnson,
Zenus Drew, one of the 6 sons of Cornelius Drew, a shipbuilder, built the house on this site
which he purchased from Samuel Drew in 1772. Based on exterior examination of the
property, both ideas my have merit. This is a massive house to be built in the 18th century. ltis
possible that part of the house is a building which was moved to this site and then added onto.
According to Johnson the north end of the building was extended ¢.1830 but the basis for that
information is unknown. The placement of the chimneys is interesting. A examination of the
internal framing or details of the building may shed light on its evolution. In 1827 the property
was sold to the town as a house for the poor. The poor house was closed in the 1920’s when
legislation established other means of caring for the poor. Edward Wilbur Dean Hamilton
purchased the property in 1923 for $1500. In 1946 Louise Esterbrook Peck and Henry Peck, a
famous illustrator, purchased the property. During the mid-20th century an art studio was
added to the rear of the property. In 1961 Preston and Thelma Esterbrooks inherited the
property.

BIBLIOGRAPHY:

Melville, Doris Johnson. Major Bradford’s Town: A History of Kingston: 1726-1976. Kingston,
MA., 1976. [KPL]

MAPS:

1726 Kingston. John Gray [MHC]

1795 A Plan of the Town of Kingston. John Gray. [MHC]
1820-30 Five School Districts [KPL]

1876 Town of Kingston. Boyden (w/directory). [KPL]

1876 Town of Kingston, Enlargement of Village. Boyden. [KPL]
1879 Atlas of Plymouth County. George E. Walker. [MHC]
1896 Bird’s Eye View of Kingston [KPL & MSL]

1903 Atlas of Plymouth County. George E. Walker. [KPL]
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Massachusetts Historical Commission Community Property Address
220 Morrissey Blvd. ' .
Boston, Massachusetts 02125 Kingston 15 Landing Road

Area(s) FormNo.
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National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement

Form
Check all that apply: “
X Individually eligible [] Eligible only in a historic district

] Contributing to a potential historic district [ Potential historic district

Criteria: XA [JB XC [D

Criteria Considerations: JA 1B 1C 1D OE JF OG

Statement of Significance by Deirdre Brotherson
The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here.

This property may be individually eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under
Criterion C as an excellent example of an early federal building with possible expansion during
the early 1800’s. This property may also be individually eligible for the National Register of
Historic Places under Criterion A with its association with the movement which caused towns to
create Poor Houses as a method to affect social change.





