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Becal Place~Names.

A paper prep@rea for the Janes Rlver Jlllage Club Inc. of Kingston,

mass., parts of which were read at a regular meetlng of the cliub on the
evening of April 8, 1933,
S

Places here in New England seem to have recelved their names in one
of‘four ways. We have those places which were named by the earliest
settlers for localities in the old country with which thev were Tomiliar
and which gave‘the "home tGuch" t@ the newcomers in the new 1and; othef‘
placeé were named becauseyef natural characteristics, such as Stony Brook,
Rocky HoeL, Huddy Pond, Smelt or frout Brooky Elue ﬁllls, White hount ns,
and the 11ke; others were named fer their associations, 11Le Gr@y s Lane
which ran thre the lands of theysray family, or Bassett's Drook which was
clOse by the home of Zelek Bassett; and there were other places which fé-
_tained the names used by the Indians who taught them to the wh&te settlers
who made them their own. ‘

Here in Kingston, we have very fevaiace—names of Indian origin, and
vthose few which were used in early days and Whlch we find occas 117 1n
old deeds or records, have been lost thro lack of use or so changea as to

f-Ahe Sd o v paimrats

be scarcely recognized. We had the Indian bridge,and the Indian welr,

and we still have our Indian Pond (We had only one, whereas Pembroke had

several) reserﬁe&'for the use of the red men as fishing grounds

Anothef reminder of early days is in the name of thé pond in the
Wapping neighborhood, which is usually called Cross'm and which isreccasim
anallv corrected to Crossing or Grosman s, neither of which is right. In
early deeds, in the recerds of transfers of land in that vicinity, it is
called Qausson's Pond or Causaton's Pond. Now Causaton was & sub-chiefl
of the 1ocal tribes of Indians. He was granted a2 tract of land or reser-

‘ , : : Wit
vation by the govermment at New Plymouth down near Break»ﬂearﬁAat Ellis-
ville (the so-called "Indian lands"), and was evidently a man of importance.

Exactly what the asseclation was between the pond and the chief, I do not
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know, but since it is one of our~few Indian names, we would do well to keép
it‘unfergotten, and learn to use again the opriginal name of Causaton's Pond,

There’seems4to be some question as to theﬂéerivation of the name of the
neighhorhooﬂ itéeif in which Causaton's Pond lies,~- Wapping. Various
explanations have ﬁeen given, only two of which seem at all satisfactory,
and either of Which seems,reasahable. gne of these is that Wapying was a
name "ﬁraquerre@ from English soil", and was so called;frém,the,gla Wap-
@ing Road or Way which leads out to the westward from London %own. Iﬁ is
known that Dr.waamuel Fuller, Irancis Cooke and others of the early settlers
were from London. Ful*er ana Cocke were nelghbar éﬂ Sméit Eraék, and‘the
Gaeke famllv teﬁh up 1ands in uhO west nart ef t 1e ?reﬁent town of iﬁngsten,
within what was later calleﬂ the wap 1ng che@l élstrlcu. io the name may
have been applied by some of them,Ver by Gthers of the early settlers g, be=
cause of assocliatvions. Pall Mall, a name which appears in that loecality
on the map of Kingston in 1878, may havé the same origin or assceiation.

The second interprét&tién is that it is df Indian arigin, derived Trom
"wappen" or twappond”, meaning "white bifches". Qertalnly the trees are
common hereabouts even today, and may havé been noticeably abundant in
that regien in earlier days. Wépping is hot an unknown name in other parts
of the c0untry. There is a part ofyﬁld or BSouth Deerfield known as Waypigg, 
and for which I have understcod an In&ian Grigin'ﬁas‘ééffiﬁutéd.' That
would give Weight to the thedry df’its Algonguian rather than its English
'seurce, for dur own local Wapping. It is an in&eresting guestion.

The explanation that the name was originally "wérping" and had to do
‘with ﬁhe weaving industry, I do not hold. In the recdr&s it is never
spelled with an I, hﬂr is it associatéd with that part of the town in which
the Deacon Holmes house, where the weaving was done, ié situated. As I un-
derstand, the original Wapping was that region betWeenlCausaten's Pond and

the Epring Brock Farm.
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One of the brooks which Tlow into Jones Biver was called in early days

esectucket Erool. I associlate it with Barrow' 5 oY Br yaut s ﬂFOOE now

of'ten called Jdnes River Brook, which has its rise in tbe Jgnes River mesad-
ces in Plympton, east of the Ring Hoad, crosses the %r1@gewater Load at
Hafrub's Corner, and empties into Jomes River in tne wes tern part of the
town, nearly»opposite the mouth of Pine Erook.: Wesectusket‘means\"the
ili tle Waﬂlﬂg place“ or ford, and was I believe the point where éhe“olﬁ path
to Saughtuckquett (Satuckét) now Eridgewater, crossed or forded the brook. |
I place that "little wading place" af approximately where West étreet
crosses Jones River Broolk; mnﬂ only a short distance west of where ﬁr¢k

A
Luke White's house formerly steod.  The old fording place is Stili dig=-
tinct.  The name appears in deeds céncerning the Bryant and Everson fami-
lies who owned most of the land in that parﬁ of Hingston.

Gn the map of the town @umllsbed in 1876 is another name, Cohorse,
applied to a pﬂint on the north bank of the river a 1itt1e ‘above the Hay-
Tlower VWorsted works and [ilholm Farm, end on the opposite side Trom Pall
Mall. Gertain attempts tc explain the name have Loeﬂ zaﬁ among Gthers,
that it sighifies'an enclosure for “heep or poultry, from cohors or cors.
I‘Offer another emplanation. L think the word "cohorse" is a mis-spelling
of the old Indian word "coos", the word we Findistill used in New gampshire
as the name of a county and ef at least one csmmunity.

Some years’ago, I spent my vacation at Whitefdeld, H. He., at the home
of the Farher famlly, deecendambw cf some of the éarliest grantees of land
in that state. liss Parker was filled with the lore of the country and
told me many interesting bits. 6n a riae tc Dix¥yille Notch, she spoke,cf,
the old ford across«thé Connecticut River at Stratfef&, where the early
trails from Maine, southern New Hampshire and the lower Connecticut Valley
met and crossed the river. '%elow'that'paint, the river could be crossed

yo ®

only by ferry. She said the name of the region was in c@rly ﬁ%ys Coos and

L4
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Trom ﬁhat the county got its name. i asked her the meaning of the word L
and she saild the cressing place", the place where they could pass over the
stream into the ccuntfy beyond.
Now it may be merely coincidence, but the old ﬁrail to Batucket, of
“which I spoke befere; crogsed Jones River a short &istance above the I
’flever Yorsted (ompany's m111, and not f@r thk Tyrom the old Wlllett- aunce

house, ﬁntil the gremelt Bridgewater Road was laid ocut, that was the way

all travel to the weutward went. It was the place where tbe Indian trail

j“__,__.zﬁw

crossed the stream, Just as in Wew Hampshire, and T believe was the old ;

]
, ; §
Algonguian term for this crossing, just as surely as for the more ﬂerthoilyiq
one.

In Lne Rocky Nook section of the town is Pagan Hill, the hill on whlch

go0G Engligh name,-- Pagan Hill ~~, but just recently I have heard of a

Idiss mary Kennedy's bungalow is built. T had always suwpewe& it was a
in Brookfield, I think, called Peagan Hill, and given as an Indian term.

d te find

@

How ours came to get its hame, I do not know, butﬁi am intereste
all I can absut the two names, and it may be we shall be able to add one
more ta our 1lst of place~-names of Indian ctlgln. (some- people call it

Pagans Illl, Pa%a or Peagin mag navg been a chi tho unllgelz

]
As to those names which came to us for their Ingliish assoclations, we

"

have Mounts Hill, Jeffries Meadow, Pall Mall, gastle Hill, @erhaps Wappingj

i
and Blackwaters surprisingly fe: can31ﬂering howmany of the early families

i
H

i1ived here.

Of those places named for itheir characteristics ob for their associa-

(i

ions with land-owners, there are many. I you study the map of the town,

‘you will see how numerous.  Let us now take up the study of the map and

hear more in detail about some of the places of local distinction.

and Brooks.

e
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Joneg Hiver. Hamed at an early date, but ho record of its na ming or the
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mén“for wihom 4it was ﬂémed, It was called Jones's River down ﬁa‘guite réé;
ceny tim@s, - The story comes to us from Duxbury (Winsor, I hink), that it
was named by or for the Qaﬂha*m of the Mayflower. For a long time, Captain

~Jones was believed to have been ithe only man GP the name asgociasted with the
early history of the colony, hub recent research reveals one Christo

Jones who was of the L JilOﬂL“ ﬂrou@, amﬁ who ig Dbelieved to have been super-

cargo or some such official, and who was 01 higher character and more conge-
nial to the Pilgrims than the master of the ship. However that may be,

Jones's River as a place-name dates back to the very beginnings of our

iocal history.

The gource of Jones River is nominally Silver Lalke, originally called
Jones River Pond. gince the City of Zrockiton acguired the lake as a water
supply, very little water Tlows into the valley of Joneg Hiver excent in

=51

times like these when the water is high, and the overflow is coming over

N

the dam at Torge ?Ohwa The name was changed from Jones River Pond some
4 om PR3 ) rﬂ 1.

sevenvy Tive or more years ago, when a compa ny was forme d to cut and sell

ice made on the pond. They reasoned that the ice advertised as coming

- from Jones River Pond would not sound so atibrac ivc as from some other

sgurce, so they changed the name to Silver Lake.  The company existed only
a short iime; but the name of Silver Lake remains.  Forge Pond is one of
many little millponds created in tﬁe valley of the river Lo turn wheels
long since didle.and, for the most part, gone entirely. Only a2 part of

e that the

b

Silver Lake is in Hingston, but it was in our porition of the lal
mine of iron ore was discovered,kriich replaced the bog ore gfﬂVious v dug
out of the swamps and used in our local smelters and Toundries. Forge

Pond and Silver Lake are one body when the water is high, bhut practically

separate most of the time since Prockton +took over the lake,

As the river flows, in a2 generally ea sterly direction almost the entire
width of the town, it is enlarged by other streams flowing into it. On

L

the south, we find: Wesecbuckst Brook, now commonly called Jones River
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Brook or Barrow's Brook, the stream about which we have heard this

-

evening; the little Spring Brook in the upper Wapping neighborhood; the

ot

Fountain Head Brook, which nas had an interesting story; Trout or Furnace,

sometimes called Soulels, Broock; the Firsi, gecond and Third Brooks, which

A

flow into the river between Elm Street and the Main Street bridge; Cushman's
freek, and 3Bmelt Brook. On the north, we find Fine Brook whbse t?ibuta?y’
is Beaver Dam or Eewaré'sy%raekkan which_stsaé the old Jehn’ﬁail sawmill
aﬁ&kﬁhe Elgckﬁaﬁer systeﬁ, which includes Hall's Brook Whicﬂ‘uaité@ with
Bassett's to make a second Beaver Dam Brook, Sampsan'é and Mile Brooks,
all'of which run into Blaclkwater Pond, and the outlet of the pond, Elack-
water or Stony Brook, into which flows the %u@sackvﬁroak a 1little below the
Brews' works, just before the brdek joins Jones Eiver at the Landing.

£ig

The little Spring Brook rigses in a swamp on the southerly side of VWap-

ping Road and flows thro the Spring Brock Farm, a mere trickle in ordinary
seasons, but increased by many springs along the way. As it Tormerly ran,

it furnished refrigeration for the housewlves at the old Cooke house (which

we know as 8pring Brook Farm), the dairy or "spring house" being built over

the brook and the dailry products kept cool and sweet by the cold spring

water. Later the brock was diverted and the yard graded so that now the

water runs some distance from the buildings. The westerly branch iz the
true Spring Brook. The easterly bhranch, which riges beyond the Ring Road

in a little swamp and on which are several cranberry hogs, has never heen

named, so Tar as I can learn. S%-“jr“” —A..0

The Feountain Head Brook, the mext tribubtary on the south side, runs thro

the valley back of the house where Hr. Charles Gifford (John Solomons) for-
merly lived. The Fountain Head ig a large spring up on the rid

the valley and was the scurce of the water sup

system Kingston ever had. Some time previous te 1800, a company was formed
£ @
to provide a water system furnishing a steamdy supply of good wabter for
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a@use 10ld purposes. Up to that time, water for such purposes was

taken from streags, springs and dug wells, s umplevcnted by eisterns for

rain-water, and the resulls were umsatisfactory and often inadequate. By

™)
S
[

a gravity system, water from the Féuntaim Head was led down into the village
to cisterns in the cellars of the subscribers. The pipes were of Eol’@weﬁ
logs, Tastened %sﬂethor and strengthened by iron “LH%S forced on and used as
couplings. Ihhave been vold b at after some time an epidemic like typhoid
.fever bra%e out in tawn; the system.waﬁ sus pecued an@ candemne@ and a new
system substituted.  When our present‘water system was 1nstallea in 1886,
the 01& wooden pipes of the earlier agqueduct commany were dug Up, still in

‘ : ‘ ' ' ; ol "M‘»’*‘{bfi }%« Attt e
comparatively good condition, in the Wapping neighborhood.

The Fountain Head Brook flows thro the valley back of the former Gif-
ford Tarm (now owned by a iMrs. Wilson) and provides fi@wage and &rainage
for the cranberry bog which used to be a‘part of the farm and which lies
Eack of Miss Emma lange's house. A little distance from the Vapping Road,

» -

pehind Welsh's £illing station, it is joined by the outlet from Causaton's

Pond.  After it leaves the highway, it 119?3 thiro the hed of the old Card-

ing Hill pond, and socon joins the river, a little way above the old Willett
House, 80 called.
Below the Maylleower Worsted Company's mill, at the rear of the Walter

4ﬂunce farm th

(D

Trout or Furnace Brook, called a generation or two

3

;ago, Soule s BPGGK.' Originally it was a favorite haunt for the trout, but

it changed its name When'the Elasﬁ Furnace was set up at the present Con-
stable place. After lr. Henry Soule turned the Furnace into a tack worlks,
the name of the brook was changed again.

Furnace Brook and its tributaries, the Winter Meadow Brooks, are an
interesting study to me, for they exém@lify the story of water-shops and
of early industries very satisfactorily. Practically every industry car-

ried on in the town hag heen tried in the millg which have heen eshbab

fed
e

@
g
@
&
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alangvibswﬁanks, and‘e?eryvphase in the development of wateryﬁewer,
Trom thé aatura1”f10W éf,the stream to the ma ”Tng of artificial reservoirs
or storageahasing.;, ﬁet oné,sf the four ponds which exisgt teday, ﬁuséell’s
Pond, gilvy's Place, the Iron Works Pond and the furnace or Uonstahle's
Pond, is natural, and the way the water has been shunted Trom one place .o

and pond or brook to anothier is a story in itself.

| In its 10wér,course,Vthe Trout Erook drains Briar Sgamp, ¥mown in earlv

‘éays asygénes,ﬁive? SW&&F; ?hé’ﬁgwn‘wells (art631aﬁ3 are in the valled

of this brook, and the supply mains are laid down the hed of the stream to

the fiver, finding easy grades anﬁ,_hecause of the flowing water, no great

extremés in temperature. That is one reason why our town water is so cold.
The little group of bro oks between Elm Street and the Great Bridge

pogition First, Second and Third Brooks.

bt

(ain Street) are called, from their

°

The Third Brook, which is the mo t resterly, is nei very big and draing the

little SW%AP south of Eroock Street, which crosses all three streams. The

Second Brook ig the 1ar¢est of the three and the anly one which can turn a

waterwheel powerful enough to drive machinery. Having its source in the
valley back of the Trow aouse, it mP%lH wet land and, cama¢;ilg with the

natural springs below, Torms the pond which earlier generations called

)
<l

Lucas's or fussell's, where the Jones River

}_a

[t

aundry is now established. The

First Brook rises in the valley behind Mr. Tilton's and Br. Heolmes's and

& ©

Tlows thro lirs. Alnsworth's sunken garden before it joins the river just
above the Hain Street bridge.
Farther down the river we find Cushman's Creek, the outflow of the

. {<aa, /M"”*wi*}
Elder's sSpring, at ome time the property of Elder Thomas Guahﬁﬁnc On the

lower waters of the creek was Cushman's Landing, later called Bradford's
Wharf, where the early settlers kepi their boats and landed their goods and

from which bricks from the Cushman yard were ship;eé awvay.

The lowermost stream to flow into Jones Kiver, aside from tidal creeks,
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in the pond of ithe same name, at the

a valley between Prospect Hill and Ra-
both, Forms aﬁmill—ﬁcndifs? the works of Cobb & Drew, Ian, then under the
main highway and thro the herring (alewive) weir, undér the railroad and
into the river at the head of the [outh of the River Reach.

On the north side, Beaver Dam Brogk, cherwise awar@'s Eroeu, riges in

meadows which are partly in Hingston and partly ink?embroke,ﬂflews thro the

Beﬁvertﬁeadows, forms the pond for the old John Hall S&Euill, recently

burned, and a little belew the mill enters Pine Brook. The 1atter; riging
well up in Pembroke, Torms the boundary»liné between that town and its
mouher town of BDuxbury, for a consi derable éistagce. Two or more mill-
privileges in Pembroke, and two in Kingston, show the value set by earlier
mill-owners u@én the streamygs a,saurcebafzgswer. The two branches unite
a little to the northward or northeast of the Second Sraésing (overhead
bridge on Grove qtreet), flow thro Hgypt and *ato Jene%%.ver directly oppo-
‘site the mouth of Barrow's or Wesectucket Brook. ;ThejweStern part of the

town, thro which these brooks flow, is rifh in meadows and was much in de-

mand in the early days when grants of land, or faﬂms, were bheing distributed.

bt
o
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Rich meadows are to be found also on the graois which flow

water, and a,cﬁm51derable area. ef cedar SWamp. ,Hall's Brook, rising in

Hall's ¢ edﬂr Swamp in Buxhurj, Purnlsheé power 1o the %1&,?0rge, the Pirst
smelter and 1ren works in Hingstone E@law the lorbe, a sa"nlll was estab-

lished at an early date and continued until a short time ago, when the one

°

owned bJ Hr. ¥red Brackett burned. Eall'szgreek is joined, in the midat

LY =, 3

of the Blackwater Meadows, by Bassett's Brook, which drainsg the territory to

the northward and into Duxbury, and whose tributary, Meoll Hiah's Run was

named for lolly Kiah, great‘gran& daughteyisf Gov. William Eraéfoyi. (Maj.
ym. Bradford's younger son was Hezekiah Bradford, nicknamed "Hiah", which

name he was called even in deeds. There werg several Mary or Holly Bradfeord:
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so, to distinguish them, his daughter Mary or Holly was called, as was

the custom, Mary or Molly Kiah. The Run or trickle of water drained some
of Hary Bradforé's inherited lands, and so received its name. The cran-

-

berry bogs built in the vicinity drained the Nun of much of its water, and
now the newly bullt Route 3, Mass. Highway, which cuts across the valley

where the run was, has completed the demolition of ifoll Kiah's Pun at its

casbtern ends) The upper waters 0f Bassett's Brook, particularly in Duxbury,

are sometimes called Brewster's Brook and this is the stream on which Harry

Hunt's Trout Hatchery, cr@ssed'by the same new highway, is situated. The
brook crosses the Elack* ter Road (Winthrop Street) close by the house

owned by Zeleck Bassett, hence it .5 nzme._A:gftar its junc tion with Hall's

Brook, the stream is freguently callgd Beaver Dam Brook, the 01@ beaver dam

. , vt .
still evident. This is not ue he confused by the brook of the same name
which flows dinto Pine Brook, farther_we&t.

Sempson's Brook is a short stream which drai swampy land north of

Blackwater, Tlows under ¥Winthrop %treet only a short distance east of Bas-
sett's Brook and se into Blackwater Pond. It was named for Benjamin Samp-

sen thro whose land it fiowed. A small dam and pond are on this brook,

W

whether built for water-power or water-fowl, I do not mow. - uile Broo

_rises in Beaﬁ Swamp in Duxbury, forms the pond for Ch anﬂler s sawvmill, no

~ 10n~er in use, drains more of the I laegwat@r meadows and flows into Blacke-

£

water Pond at its northeast "corner" only a short distance from where the

outlet leaves the pond. iiile prook received its name at the time of the

early grant to Qaptain (1atar Major) William Er wdford of an extension to

his Stony Erogk farm in 16863 which is descpribed in part as Tollows: From
Tussock Brook by the bounds of Duxbury "and soe to the brooke that runes

into black waters, to the place where the al path went tg the bﬁy,;sa
: M}m‘ ey "’f ‘:f*t Fyé‘ “/‘in(-i/ff?&?g

T

rainging downe the brooke a mile in length". (Dlymouﬁh Colony Receords).

ix]

b

The outlet of the pond is Blackwater or gtony Brook with which we are

perhaps more Tamilier than with any of the others of this last groun.
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Creeping lazily thro the marsh and swamp tc the westward of the Stony
Brook village, it passes under the highway between Ceook's Stony Brook Gar-
age and the stores, forms a pond Tor the {. Drew & Company Ws?ks'aﬁd 50 thro

A

the salt-marshes to the yiver which it joins at the Lendlng. A 1little way

£
Mﬁmw =

(]

above its mouth it is joined by Lhe water from Tussock @reﬂa,'a small

stream, but one which plays an 1mportant part as being one of the hounda-

]

ries of the Town of Hingston, and an o1 1@11&1 boundary bhetween the town of

Plymouth and its first offspring, the town of Duxbury, while the Jones

Hiver neighborhood was still a part of Plymouth. The brook received its

- name from the tussock marsh thrs which it flows ("tussock" meaning a bunch
coarse ' shallow

or tuit of  grass or sedge which grows inawet soil with a clay p an or bottom

where no other kinds of grass can grow). The brook itself is often men-

fale

vioned in early ?ecerds as the brook which flows from étephen Tracey's or
the creek that leads to the Tussocks ‘and is mcnbloneﬁ as early as 164@ in
the definitien,of the beunﬁs ot Llymeatn town after 3uxmu v had been seb
off’ as a separate town. (Plymouth Colony Recordsj Duxbury Town Recer&S).

Two émall brooks in vhe southeast part of the town, ﬁear the Plymouth
line complete the 113t. These éa not flow inte 50335 ﬁiver,‘but{diréctly
into the bay;; The one at the town line is a mere trickie, draining marsh
ground a£ the base ofk?agan Hill. The mouth of this little brook may he
on Plymeu th s0il. Foﬁ,mest of its length the gtrean is covered over,

emerging below the rallreqd track for a short disbtance before it runs into

the ba.y 8 A ém,,m?’ 2

A little Ffarther north, toward the Rocky Nock wharf, Gray's Brook.flows

into the Hingston Bay. This sm 12all stream has suffTered many changes of di-

]

ection; from the rallro d tracks to the bay, thro the swamp, it has prob-
apbly followed very closely its original course, but above the tracks, it
has been changed more than once. Its source is in a meadow behind the old

i

James Plerce house off Horth (rescent ftreet, and it formerly ran thro the
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land Where %he Dutchland Farm stand now is, only drainage ditches

1nd10at1né where the brook erlglﬁallv fTaded._ The course was changed seo
that houses about to be erected in the vieinity need not have wet cellars.

It now flows behind Kr. Arthur Pierce's house, under the highway near Bas-

% ey N

ler's Lan@, under a small house Tormerly owned by a Basler, back of the

=, 1

by the railroad ditch

(’U

Howland's Lane séhaolhause, to the railroad, then
téward Plymouth until it falls in with the drainage ditches which run thro
the Spirit Pasture, theylaﬁﬁ'the real {ori ﬂﬂnvll braoryﬁrwlne@ as %entiéneé
above, and so into the hay. This brook was named for the Gray family LI
whese land it ran and on or near mgggﬁ nerth bank stood Rdward Gray's ware-
house in the eariiest days of the colsn (The warehouse stood between
the Howland's Lane railroad bridge and the swamp thro which the brook runs).
Qf the ponds which lie in the valley of Jones River and its tributarieg,
only gilver Lake, Smelt and Causaton's Ponds and Blaclwater are nabural,
all the others h®v1nw been made to provide water for power for the numerous
amall'millsa " In the south part of the town there iz a group of ponds,
large and small, most of which are Witiout apparent outlet, tho there is
probably underground seepage inte the rﬁut Brook in Kingston and into the

headwaters of the Taunton River in Plympton. These ponds include Great
and Little Snake, Huddy, Trakle, ﬁreat and Little Mink Heoles, Turtle, €00¢e,
Yyolf, Lyon, and Pratt's, which is frequently only a grassy meadov. Hearer
town, on ﬁﬁe ¢ld road from Jones River to Winnmatuxet, is Duke's Hole. This
vand~n0¢e or slough is one of many treacherous glaces in sur swamps and
marshy spotse It gat its name in this way: Some years ago, men were work-
ing in the woods with a yoke of oxen at & season when the ground was sup-
sed to be frozen and safe for sledding. The oxen got into the pond-
hole and could not help themselves to gét out. One of them, by great ef-

A

fort on the part of the men, was saved, but ithe other, old Duke, was drowned,

In the east part of the town, in the region Imown as the %sek anfé more

'y

recently as Ahdenah, is a little ponﬁ‘callea in early days, the Teal-Hole:
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in Blackwater Swamp, behind the house of George Shiverick, is another

which still bears the name. k?hese ponds or little drinking holes were
frequente& by the‘ﬁeal, a wild fowl common in early days. The Teal-Hole
at the ﬁook, noy crossed by River Street, has also beén valued highly as

a drinking place Tor the cattle which are pastured iﬁ that vicinity.

The little pond of water at the foot of Abra; z's %iilg‘an@ whiéh ?1&?{%&

a'paﬁt in histery at tﬂe ti ge the Enﬁians ﬁrie&‘ﬁo burn the Majal John

Bradford houae in 1 76, was 1111@& in ana%ruded a Tew years ago when the
new uommunlty Playground was made. @rlglnally a pine orkCedar sSWamp,

it had for ﬁanv‘weﬂerations,cgntaineﬁ cnly a low serub growth, and was

known simply as The Frog-Pond

ﬁlllse

Monk's Hill, which should be called Hounts Hill, lies on the easberly

-

border of the town of Hin t@n, close to the Plymouth line. It is 312

z

feet high, and is one of the hldh st points e? land in this part of the
Sprague'’s :
state, gskkk= Hill in Ewlégewauei being enly a fcw feet higher. (I have

always heard that that was only one hill in Plymouth County highér than
Konk's;ﬁili and that was Cobb's Hill, in Bridge water; I ean find_no
evidence of a Cobb's ﬁill in Bridgewater, therefore I have substituted the
neme of Sprague's Hill, a well-known landmark, trustihg I am correct,)
During the wars with England, this (Monk's H¥ill) was one of the heacon
hills on whi@h,signal fires were burned to spread information or give %arng
ing as toc the approach of the enemy.  Eeaceon Hill in Beston was one of the
chain of signal points iﬁ early days. k

These heacons were used to spread the word inland of the agaaarance
off the coast of a straﬁge_veseel and as a means of call for the Uintte
Men, the;volunteers,whe were ready to gather at the signel at designated
points such as the forts, or the wharves where ships of war or privateers

lay ready to start out in defense.  On the highest psints of land avail-

able, beacons were arranged, aﬂlea of rock or iron Fire-baskets in which
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fires were laid, ready to bhe set OlL when the time came. }en were

on watch day and night. If a strange craft appeéred off the Cape, a guick
signal on Scargo Hill told the watch oﬁ thevPine Hills (Manomet Hills);
that fire was quickly set off and HMonk's Hill in Kingston and probably a
beacon on one of thé hills in Harshfield passed on the warning to more inland
towns; Bridgewater, iiddleboro, Scituate, the Blue Hills and othérs passed
the word along. Many of the old-time beacon hills areAused today as fire
‘ observation towers in an effort to prevent the ravages of Torest Tires.

Monk's Hill should rightly be called by its original name, Mounts Hill.
That name appearé in the records of the 0ld Ceolony as early as 1637 when
John Derby (pronounced Darby) wasygranted a lot of land near Mounts Hill.
Mounts Hill, Mounts ! 1111 Playne, and Darby's Pond (present Darby Pond) are
mentioned in the recordés.  Mr. William T. Davis said there is an associa-
tion With Monts Hill Chace in England, a hunting ground, and it seems to me
I have found that name in our recdrds, referring to the Mounts ﬁill Plain,
but I cannot at the present time confirm ite

There is a beautiful view from the top of vqn% s Hill and it isva great
) ’&’(m:!

pity so few of us are familiar with it. The ulub attempted, a few years
ago, to make its members famlllar with some of the less-kmown historic and
beauty spots of the town, among them Monk's Hill, by planning for picnic
suppers at those places in cennection with its summer meetings; the weather

was 50 bad that year, we succeeded in hmv1ng only one of the series, and

. e
that one was at the old Brewster House. ’

The southern end of the township is composed of low rolling hills or a
ridge of hills, ponds big and little, and woodland. Kone of the hills in
this chain seems to have a name until we approach the westerly end where we

find Indian Pond Hill and the Pine Hill, sometimes callied, I think, Brew-

ster's Hill ' tne latter almost at Plpmpton line on Elm Street.. HNearer the

viilage, still on Elm Street, we have the Elm Street Hill and Factory Hijy

on either side of the river
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In Rocky Hook we find Pagan Hill, of which I have spoken; Raboth, a

low ridge at the head of Gray's (now called Smith'g}Lane; Prospect Hill,

above Cobb & Drew's works; and Thatcher's Hill, which is in Hocky Kook

proper. A low knoll known as Rocky Hill completes the list for that sectior

In'stony Brook, we have Stony Brook Hill; Ridge Hill, thro which Ever-

green Street and the railroad run and which is the deposit of ancient gla-

ciers; Castle Hill, on the south side of Blackwater Pond, another part of

the same glacial depesity ¢Covell's Hill, over which Route 3 now goes, just

beyond (north of) Prouty's Garage; Round Top, the sandy mound thro which

the Duxbury railroad track runs, south of Miramar. It has been said that.
the long, low ridge, really a glacial moraine, which begins in the Evergreen
¢emetery and of which Ridge and Castle Eills are a part, continues across
Blackwater Pond as a definite ridge under water, and that a man or tall boy
can, by using caution, walk across the pond on this narrow ridge with deep

water and thick ocoze on either side. On the north side of the pond the

R ,, Loty Ba ool oo
. . . L R R [ 8 it s " s 2o Foge o o, w8HE
ridge continues into Duxbury. fdfkawﬁﬁ%fﬁg{fg @Wﬁjég o Q%

The center of the town is situated omn a hill or plateau whose several

slopes are all called hills: Factory Hill, of which I have spoken, or as it

used to be called, the Mill Hill; gol. Sever's Hill, which slopes to the

Great Bridge over Jones River, to balance {ol. Thomas' Hill on the south

side of the river; Abram's Hill, back of the F. §. Adams' Public Library

and above the Playground, named for Abraham Pierce who owned the land before

1840 ; Patuxet Hill, which slopes from the hotel to Stony Brook; and Town
Hill, now owned by the Evergreen {emetery Association, and which is directly
L Siert e © - A CHC L O

opposite this, K (Mr. Charles Leach's) where we meet tenight.

Pistricts or Neighborhoods.

The districts or neighborhoods get their names from some natural feature
or from their geographical setting. The school districts have done much

to name the neighborhoods as we know them now. 6f the southeast, south,
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southwest and northwest districts; pnlykthe Horth-Yest is still in
use as a place-name. Later the districts were numbered, but the numbers
~ceased to be used after a time and the more familiar neighborhood names

substituted. The six school districts were: The Center; or Village;

Rocky Hook; Indian Pond; Wapping; North-¥West; and Stony Brook, whic? ip-
¥ R

e gﬂ;u&a

“Lﬂm@” 5

cluded the children from Blackwater also.

The Center comprised school children from the plateaﬁ which forms'the

center of the town. At a later time, the railroad track was made the div-
iding line between Stony Brook and the Center, and the river has always, I
think, been the boundary to the district on the other sides.

Rocky Nook as a place-name was originally only the section where the

summer colony is, called "the rocky nook" to distinguish it Trom the many

- other nooks of farmland which are found throughout the 01d Colony. The
schoolhouses have stood south of Smelt Brook, but the district was enlarged
to include all children south of the Gfeat Bridge over Jones River.

Indian Pond distriét covered the’families in the south part of the town,

and thﬁschoolheuse stood at the fork of Elm and south Streets (the old
Plympton‘and Winnatuxet Roads, respectively)., It was removed some years

ago, when conditions had changed and was, I think set up on West street,

not far from the Plympton railrcad station, in what became

Silver Lake districte. The children from the Indian Pond distfict were

thereafter broughtldown to the Center Primary school by carriage. George
Churchill drove the school wagon for yearsy and became a sort of landmark
for that reason. HMany of us remewmber him with his covered wagon, like a
store delivery wagon, thro\the curtains of which popped out, here‘and'there,
small heads, té be more or less promptly withdr@wn when Mr. Churchill yelled
at theme Mr. Churchill was a rather fat, stodgy-looking man who sat quite
comfortably in the dri#er's»seat, and he was jokingly likened to Y7he old

woman who lived in a shoe" as they drove thro town, morning and late afternoo:
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Wapping district included the southwest part of_thgltown"ana has
had a shifting center of populaﬁioh;ﬂthe sehoolhouse has occupled various
sites to accommodate the changes in the heighborhqod.l

The North-Yest district covered that portion of the town and also pro-

vided-scheoling for a group of families just over the line in Pembroke, who
were so far from schools iﬁ the latter town it was best to pay thelir tuition
in Kingston and aveid longer ﬁranspartation. The old sdhoolhouée stood at
the Tork of Pembroke ani,School Streets. |

stony Brook district included all the region from Duxbury line to the

brow of Patuxet Hill. Later the line of division was placed at the railroad
crossing on Summer Street; the children from Evergreen Street were included
in Stony Brook but those on Summer Street south of the track went to the
Gentér schools. Blackwater children went to Stony Brook school, these in-
cluding’the families north of Blackwater Pond and at the foot of Covell's
Hill. Among the former were the chiléeen of Benjamin Sampson. One of his
sons?igag:gg.Scett Sampson who in later yeérs took much interest in the
sfhool where he received his early education. He made various gifts to the
school, including a!flag pole and flag and framed pictures for its walls.
When the schoolhouse was abandoned, the plctures were transferred to Rocky
Hook building. @apt; Sampson had had them marked with brass.plates stating
they were his gift to the "Stony Brook High School", probably an error of
the engraver. As I remember the pictures were of Washington and Lincoln.

- Bilver Lake district was added to the list of schoel districts when the

Indian Pond school was given up and the building moved, as I have mentioned.
In reality, silver Lake was substituted for Indian Pond district.

One by one ihe.schoolhouses in the outskirts have been abandoned, the
childpen how being transported:by_convenient bus system to the modern buil-
aings in ﬁhe‘aqcky Nook distriét and at the @enter where, graded and sorted,

they enjoy a modern system of education. Some of the old schoolhouses
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have been abandoned and oclé by the Town to private inéivi@uals, some await
a possible future use as "overflow", and conditions have greatly changed,
but the names of the disﬁriqts,continue in our zocabulary as place=names even
tho the schools no 10nger“exist,‘

Other names familiar 10 us are ?rlghawmcr and The Landing. The former

is ,
max used for the neighborhood near the Mayflower Worsted mill, but was first

-

applied to the mill still farther up the river where the {irst trip-hammer
in town was installed, a mill later used by Marcello NHewcouwb as a sawmill.
The Landing was established by Major John Bradford as a landing nlace on

;?N@“Ed“‘w‘»

~30ﬂ88%_6r wood, fish, and other merchandise which was being exported or im-

porteda After Maj. Eraﬁfordfs death, it passed in due éeurse into the hands
of other dealers and traders and ship owners. After the building of ships
besame a great industry of the ﬁewn,yfhe Landing hecame more and more §0§u=
lar as a home for the men who owned the yarﬁs or who worked there, and also
for the captains and.crews of vessels owned by our local men. Téé Landing
extended from the bluff on which HNr. Theodore Padelford's house stands, down
river to the salt marsh on which lr. George shiverick has his boat building
shop, but did not include the bluff nor the salt marsh, as I understand.
The old house opposite the Hajor John Bradford House iié,vhewever, stand on
the Landiﬁg. It was built by Stepnen Drew, owner and builder of vessels,
and was later used by th ﬁalmeses as a boarding house fTor the men who work-
ed in their yards. |

Of course, we have had our share of the derisive names applied to neigh-
bo"haods where "foreigners" came to live, and so we have had our "Publin

later

and our‘"Little Italy" or Ginny-i wn, like all the rest, but the,names have

nor entered inteo our hearts aﬂé lives as have the older eﬁeﬁ. of Muttsn

Lane I shall speak later.

Among other interesting local names are the Tollowing:

Continentael Field, which was a tract or tracts of woodland set apart by
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public-spirited individuals, so that the families of soldiers o

evolutlonary érnr m1ght hmve wood forvﬁhe;tgﬁingvandmsgyalleviate some of
their suffering. These were in the woodlands back of the Trews and Hr.
¥ilton's between Rocky Nook and Duke's Hole,

Spirit Davuure, in the Rocky I OOL QlStPiGﬁe The old voad from Plym-

suth to Kinﬂston Tollowed the present 1ayeut of %réscent gtreet, going
around the bhoggy, marshy tract thro which the Hlﬂd@dy now. runs, and where
the‘ﬁdcky ﬁsekkéarage, numerous fll?lﬁw stablans, and the Butchianﬁ Farms
sales place now séan@. I am going %o guete'what Dre. Thomas Eradford Erew
‘wrote about Spirit‘?astureksamewhere about Tifty years ago. (ﬁur&'a History
of Plymouth County,-- Eingston).

"The swampy pasture, situated between the junction of the old and new
roads to Plymouth, at Rocky Nook, has for an unknown perieﬁ borne the name
given above. In the olden times, when the belief in ghosts, witches, and
bhobgablvns really p produced an effect upon the minds of men, this loeality
was credited with being the abode of such beings, and many aged persons
“have given their testimony of the courage it required to pass'the place in
the night-time, for any unusual seun@,‘even,the rustling of a leaf, would
be enough to send é thrill of horror to the faint-hearted. = It is related
that a certain judge, ﬁﬂlle on his way to attend a session 6f'court at Plym-
outh, was detalned,; so that he did not reach Kingston until after dark, and
while passing the dreaded place heard a most dismal sound, accompanied at
intervals by the clanking of a chain. At first a sudden'fear came uyon
him, but he was determined to know what was the cause of the noises that had
so startled him, and he therefore called at the house of Col. Gray, who
lived just op@ositesfandyinfgrmed him what he had heard. The’colonel took
his lantern and walked with the ju&ge int0 the pasture in the direction
whencthﬁe sounds procee&eé, all the while feeling aaubfful wiat éiscovery
ﬁhey would make in that lonely spot where spi?its were believed to abound.

An old horse had heen fastened with a chain about his ler, but na@ hrok
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away from his confinement and fallen inteo a large hole (where rocks

ﬁad heen,takénrfrem theygrauﬂﬂ), in such akaahner’thét the pgor”a@imal was
unable to get out. When the judge and colonel reached the place, the
"spiritual manifestation" was explained. ‘In'ﬁarebmedern times, as the old
superstitious ideas have in a measure passed away, manﬁhave been the plots
and schemes laid to frighten people in that locality, especially’%hasé who
were Imown to be returning from sgme’javial occasion. vithin a few years

the appearance of this tract of land has greatly changed, yet it will prob-

ably continue to be known as the Spirit or Ghost Pasture.”

,Sundérlaﬁﬁ, at The Ledges. Part ol the old Elder Cushman land, now
owned by Dr. Arthur B. Holmes, who still calls it by the earlier éamee The
cut thro solid rock at‘ﬁhe lower end éf,the farm, where the railroad was
- put thro, is called The Ledges. VSunderlaﬂd was named by William Rand, Jr.,
son of the minister of the same name, for the town in the Comnecticut Valley,
in western Massachusetts, from which the family céme to Hingstone.

Flat House Dock on Jones River, is now the site of the wharf of Alex-

ander Holmes and his brother, Dr. Arthur B. Holmes. Originally the wharf
or dock of lr. Joseph Bradford, youngest son of he Pilgrim governor, it |
is‘said to have received its name from the Tlat-roofed warchouse which was
called the "flathouse". The wharf stood at the head of Long Réach.

| Egypt, in the North-West district, was so called because of its connec-
tion with the ﬁolmes,family. Thékname‘isrsaid'tg have been applied half
in derision, because of Joseph Hslmes,ahd the %ast,fields of corn which he
raised at his farm,in thégpartwof town. "Joseph going into Egypt".

Besides the Spirit Pasture, we have other places associated with the

evil one and his associates.  Three rocks, at ieast,kin,te%ﬁ testify ¢
the visits of the Devil and imprints of feet and hoofs prove conclusively

that such vislts were really made. HNick's Rock, on the line between the

towns of Plymouth and Eingston, net far from Monk's Hill, is one; the

Devil's Rock on Bay Farm land near the mouth of Jones River, ig ancther;
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while a third, bearing the same name, lies in the Brickyaml Pasture

near €. Drew & Company's works on Stony Broock.

To offset these, we have the Pulpit Rock which stands to the southward

of Home Park, in Rocky NHook district. Like go many other rocks in this

vicinity, it was probably named for its shape and posgiticn, rather than bhe-
: : alit E ,

cause cf any actual use as a pulpit.

The "Punch Bowls" have almost disappeared, from the top of gtony Zrook

Hill. They were of glacial origin, huge bowls or "scours" in the sandy

Uy

glacial "dump". TFive qﬁﬁthem,I remember within a short distence of Prouty's

Garage. The largest was where 4. S. Parker's Ice Cream stend is, north of
‘ . ¢ . ) .
Prouty's Garage. This was usged as & public dump for years, without making

much impressian on the hﬁllew;,then the stumps aﬂé'ﬁrunkg'ef the beautiful
elm trees taken from Stony Brook Hill when the highway was "improved" were
thrown in there, aﬁd later material was bréught from other places and the
great bowl entirely filled in to make the yard which goes with the Parker

o}
:

place. Two others, twin bowls, stood on the east (right hand) side of
Tremont Street, beyond Pr&uty*s Garage. One of these was filled in, and
the new construction caused by the #idening and straightening of the road
’at that point coempletely ébliterated it. The éﬁher, rot noticeable from
the highway because it is masked by a good growth of’pine trecs; probably
sﬁill existse 4 shallow one is being used as,a'public (town) dump behindg
the "Garden of Allah Coffee House", in the development called "Fort Payﬁe“é
The fifth is behind the house of lr. Charles Childe at the top of Stony
Brook Hill., 411 these Punch Bowls, almost perfect inm sha@é,ywere caused
by the swirling of ice and water in the glacial pericé, of which Kilgatank
has other interesting evidencee.

The Horse Neck was in the Silver Lake nelghborhood, the name being ap-

parently applied to the land along Jones River at its very beginning. The

ol

shape of the strip along the river may ke the reason why it was so called.

£

It is a very early name on the reccrds, and was a part of the land granted

to the Cooke Family,.
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~Parting Yays, in the Mounts Hill Pléyneg is a2 name seldom heard
'newad&vs, altho‘it used to be cemmén enaﬁgg,v At a point ﬁ@t»seyveﬁy far
from ¢r. De ﬁa uurneut's place at 1 @ﬂéﬂy,?onﬁ, the ways,. or paths éiviée,‘one
going to Plym&uth, one to ﬁiddlebore‘thro Horth Carver, and one to the Indien
Pond neighborhood in Kingston.

The Landing. This was Major John Bradford's Landing Place, t¢ be dis-

’tlnaulshe& from the &tony EBrcok Lehc1ng,Plaoé of the earlier Bradfords. It
was six rods wide along the river, the present Landing Road approximating
the original westerly boundary. Pights te load and unload Tireawood, lum-
ﬁer, and other merchandise of various sorts, were sold to merchants and
trauers until The Landing became almost public properﬁy. At a 1ater date,
the various puilding yards of the tewn were established here and 1t became
the bus est part of the town. | | ‘

I have mentioned The Landing as a nelghborhood earlier this evening.
kI should sp eah of HMajor Gever's house or the Eew1nwc' as being at The Land-
ing but not on The Landing. | | |

¢uff's spring. on the sauﬁherly slope of the hill nerth of the Pump-

gtation of the town’s water system, is a well, brick-walled and covered
overs, mh:i.n is Cuff's wpr1nb. 0ld Cuffie, as he was called, was a slave

_owned by one of our weal*hle? ﬁingstanffamilies. He married Eaﬁnah, 2
negro woman, and they lived in a llttle cabin under the hill near the ?ﬁmnu
ing Btation. The spring was,thelr water supply and‘was considered a very
good and unfailing spring. ‘@hen the second Aqueduct_ﬁSSeciatian was Tormed,
or the old. one which had taken water from the aountoln‘ﬁeau was expanded,
water was taken from Cuff’s Spring and pumped to a reservoir on the 1anﬁ
now or’receﬂtly owned by %ré Alice (Nichols) Burrage, from which it flowed
thro piées (metal pipes now) into the homeg of the subscribers. %hem'the
town syatem was installed, or soon after; the old system was aba andoned.
(Seevﬁlngston (prlnteﬁ) Vital Hecords for Cuff and Hannah Stevenf Aleo

Violetta, wid. of Cuff. --- under Births and Deaths, pp. 283 and 396, )
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Hutton Lanc received its name jokingly becwuqe it was laid eut

Vthro a sheep pasture. @hoge sheeﬁ pasture it was I am not sure; the lanu
was owned first by Major Jehn %radferé, then by Samuel Aeeter,wgrandzather
and grandson, and 1atérkby the_ﬁeveren&‘Zéphaniah_@illisgj Earsoniﬁilzis,
as he was called, is seid to have kept sheep there, in what was then open
pasture. in 180u, heil& id out a hlghway thro the pasture and called it
"iiddle street". The Selectmen of the town, when they were‘naming all the
streets in / ¥/ , called it Genter Street, which name it still bears.

The Great Bridge over Jones Eiver, built near Jaceb Cocke's (Henneth

clarke's today) to succeed these built farther down the river and which
suffered continually from the tides and frsm,ice'in‘tée winter time. The
original bridge was of field and ccbble stone and specifications and arrange-
ments fer the building of it are in the Plymouth Town KRecords. Before the‘
round-arched bridge was builtd, the arches were square and built of single
blocks or slahs of stome, some used as uprights or piers,'and others used
horizontally és tops tc the arches. mhe Triphammer ﬁwlege copiecd thls
method of cemstruction, which was considered an achievement in enginecring.
Altho it was a great Teat in bridgenbuildingg fhat is not why it was called
the Great Bridge. It was the Great Bridge bécause it carried the Great
Road,'and the @Great Road was simnly‘the'authurizeﬁ road or the government
road, and meant what we mean when we say a "state road",-= a principal road.
Zing's Highway, Country Road or Way, Great Road, and gtate (or County) Road
are almést identical in meaning.

The Fishing Rocks, en the Rocky Nook shore. Originally called "y,

Héwlaﬁd’s Fishing Rocks"gvfor”sehn Howland of the Mayllower, whose home was
near and on whose property the rocks stand. The old Kingston channel ran

close to the Fishing Rocks, and in earlier days one csulé;étand on the Fish-
ing Rocks and catch mackerel.  Some time ago, a new chamnel cut itselfl thro
towards the Griyﬁie?s hocks, the old channel filled up, and became simply a

"low ground" leading to the Rocky NHook Wharf and the Plymouth shore.
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Point o' the Hook, literally the end of the Rocky Nook, on the

east side of the mouth of Jonesrﬁiverg where the summer golony,spraﬂg up

some Fyéars since., The Big Sedge Flat and the Gunning Rock are also fegm

tures on that side of the river. The Fishing Rocks adjéin, and the whole
peinﬁ was gart of the John Howland farm in early days. The end of the
'Hegk\was called, for a later owner, @atéon‘s Point, but should not be conw
fuged with "Mr. Howland's Point" which is farther up the river, at Shért
Reach,; opposite the alte of the oldkLumber'Varde o

The Duck Trap was across the rlver from the Palnt o' the ﬁaok, ané wa
probably in present Duxbury territery, tho it gave the name t¢ the region
now Eingston, as well. The Duck Trap was simply 2 "blind" for catcbing or
,éhaoting ducks and other’wilé hirds; and would teoda y be called "a gunning
stand¥ . |

Eraéferd' Wharf, originally Isaac Allerton's and Quahﬁan's Landing, was

used by Capt. Ellis Eradford as a landing place, on Cushman's Creek. Dre
Caril used the dock as a mooring place for his boat for some yeafs, but the
wharf has not been used, tc my knowledge, for some time, altho it ig still

in reasonably good condition.

- Lumber Yard Wharf. At the heag of Short Reach was a lumber vard, the
stone wharf or siding still showing. Here a thriving business was carried
on for many years, but like so many of our maritime industries, it declined
with the develepment of the railroad and has been a lost inﬁustry far two
or three generations, '

The River Heaches. You all probably have some didea how crooked Jones

Fdver is in its lower wanderings, at,leaste“ The long turns and tacks are
called "reaches", which Webster ﬁefines as "straight portions of a stream
or river, as from one turh to anotherf,

‘Frem the olﬁ4Lamber!§ard to Mr. Alexander Holmes's boat ﬁharf at ¥lat

House Dock is ghort Reach; Trom the Holmes wharf to the mouth of Smelt Brook

is the Long Reach; and from smelt Brook to the Bay, the last, long stretch
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is Qéllethheyﬁeuth ef the ﬁiver Reach.,  (Local persons seldom
speak’ofhthe Mouth of Jones River, but almest iﬁvariably as the "iHouth of
the River'.) |

At the bend in the river where Long Reach ends, and opposite the mouth
of sSmelt Brook is a little island, now muich smallér than formerly, probably
being constantly worn away by action of tides and the floﬁ of the stream.

This is Coeke s Island; and the thin stream or uzzle which separ%tes the

island fram the mainland is calle&, in gosd old nglish parlance, Phebe's Gud
o
T do not know of any name @wv the stretch of river between the mouth of

Stony Brook, at the Dewing's, and the Lumber Yard, whichkcauld be calleﬁ
"official", tho I have heard it called "the upper reach".
The Elder's Spring,rthe spring used by the families of Isaac Allerton,

, those
the Mayflower Pilgrim, and later,of Elder Thomas Cushman and his descendants
-& (L4 A )

I bave spoken of in connection with Cushmen's (reek.

The Point Well, at the junction of the Doston and Bridgewater Roads
2 f=] y

(Summer and Main Streets) isvan old landmark. Built by three men, Benja-
win Semson, Joseph Stacey and Samuel Foster on the Rev, lir. Stacey's land,
it suppliedawater for the many families of the neighborhood for more than
one hundred anﬂ Tifty years. After the town system was instelled in 1886,
it was still used, especially by Wayfarers on the.two important thérofares
which met at the Point, but hoodlums raised such havec with the rope and
bucket, it was finally dismantied and covered over with the huge stone slab
still there. The well is said to be ninety feet or more in depth, and the
water of good quality, cold and sweet. Yhen the well wasVébandoned, there
was much lamenting, on the part of traveliers particularly, and it was to
£ill the apparent need that Lr. Henry B. Glover of Cambridge, born in the
house on the east side of Summer Street, formerly Samuel Foster's, cpposite

the well, gave to the Town of Lingston a drinking fountain for men and

beast, which stdod at the Point Tor many years.
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Bartlett's Green, on Jones Fiver, above the Pumping Station

and "Cotton Factory". The Baptist Society hed its Pirst meeting house at
what is now the corner of HMain étreet and Maple Avenue. Iniearly days, the
fite"qf<immersicn was pracﬁised in some mnatural stream, after the manner of
“baptisms in thé River Jordan. ?heMEartlett,family were loyal members of
the society, the first meeting house was built on a'parﬁ of Capt. Joseph
~’Eartlett’s’farm, end in addition to that, a2 place for immersions was pro-
vided on the river ba¢E'0f the Bartlett house, with akrightkéfyﬁayk@cwn to
the river from the‘main highway. For the owner, it was called Bartlett's
Green, and 2 more beautiful spot would be difficult to find. . Bartlett's
Green, like so many other familiar spots inkzingston, has changed with the
years, but I remember it, even as a child, as being very lovely and peace-
kfuls ;
From the bank of the_river, the brush and trees had been cut awsy (unless
a natural cove already existed with sandy sides),,giving;accéss to the strean
Tall trees on either side of the cove; flanked by lower bushes which made a
sheltered retreati the bed of thé;ceve a clean, yéllow sénd; low banks Torm-
ing a semi-circle about the cove; a wide, green amphiﬁheater carpeted with
grass and flovers, with the roadway winding down thro the ravine frem the
highway, the sides of the ravine well clothed with trees and low growth.
Greenness, guiet peace, cool shaéé and open sﬁnshine; a sense of seclugion
increased by the little green island which shut off the ﬁiew of the mill-
pond from the tiny cove, all Seemed to unite to make this & fit setting for
the im?réssive rites performed there.  There were times, however, when the
~scene was not ome of greenness and Warmtha - Some of the baptisms were made
in the dead of winter when snow 1ayvthick on the ground and it became neces-
sary to break the ice for the ceremony; but’most of them were made in the
warmth and loveliness of summer time and it must havé been a beautiful and
lmare581ve Scene with the natural charm of the cove, the beauty of the bhack-
grouhd aga tLe quleu csngrewa%lgn gatngred in tge nmturalﬁamphitheatel.
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The Flaxing Place at Smelt Pond. This was the place where E

flax was”prepared for spinni@g inte linen thr@adfi After the flax was ripe
an&’in,cen&itiankar_catting, it was rotted 0f "retted”,,as it was usually
called, to separate the Tiber or strands from the parts which could not be
used. A place was chosen in some clean, gulet cove on a fresh-water pénd
and there the bundies of flax Were,weighteﬂfanﬁgsunk in shallow water for
water and warm sunshine to do their work. Ii was an ill-smelling process,
thiékréﬁtingyof’the fiaxg and the Plécés Whefe it was édhe,,or ?érha@s the
places which ccntinué&,to be used for the longest time, were not too near
habitations. The Flaxing Place on Smelt‘Fend“ﬁas one of these, there was
another at the southwest "corner" of Silver Lake, tho this wes not in Eings-
ton, and they were found in other neighﬁorho&ﬁs as well., After the flax
was separébe&, it was broken and hetcheled or hackeled and combed until it
became of proper ccnditien to spin infc thréaﬁ for sewing and weaving.

The winter Meadows, in the Indian Pond district. The Winter HMeadows

are mostly covered diay by Russell's Pond and by cranbefry bogs in that
vicinity. About 1635, Christopher Winter ﬁas‘granted lands in that part of
what is neow Kingston, in which were rich meadow’ grounds, watered by small
broocks. The hay-grounds became known, from,ﬁhe owner, as the ¥Winter Head-
ows, and the Bfooksvwere'the Winter leadow Brook and the Little VWinter Mead-
ow Brook. These brooks united close by the junctien of Elm and Pond Streets
behind the barn at the olﬁ,"Eiqhar& Holmes" place (lately lisses Harper).,
The Winter Keadow Brook was floweﬁkmaﬁy years ago aend is the source of Rus-
sell's Peﬁd, the stream rising in springs to the southeast of Pond Street
and at the foot of the hill on which the Town Reservoir stands. When the
breck was dammed, the water WaswdiVertéd thro a canal into the Iron Works or
Bisbee's Pond on the Trout Erook. v’Gné’wall of the canal can still be seen
clase‘by_the_house recently Lyman_ﬂﬁshman's,_anﬁ on two sides of the old
Bisbee house now ovmed and occupied by Z. Henry Cushman, acroés the (Elm)

street from Lyman Cushmen's. The canal wes washed out by a freshet and
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later abandoned, but it is plain to be seen. Teday the water

Trom Winter Keadow Erook er?ussell's Pond is diverted by anocther canal
into silvy's ?1ace.(re5ervéir),ané so intoc the Iron Works ?oﬁd,

The Little Winter Meadow Brook has its rise a little nearer town than
%he other brook, starﬁing in the region south of the Duke's Hole Road (an
early highway) and east of Pond 8treet. It drains a cranberry bog former-
1y owned, I think, by ﬁr, Hiram Burns, flows under the road a little £Q the
seuthward of the old Eolmes’hduse (Harpers, abovementioneé) and is the
brock most bf us know as beihg choked with the wild forgetméhots, Ho long-
er joined by the larger brook, it flows thre the old valley and un@er Elm
Street, thre an aldér thicket back of Ze. He Gushman’s house and into the
Furnace Pond (now called Constable's Pond). The twe brooks are once more
| united in the 1a§ter pond. Christopher Winter owned the land only a short
time, when he sold and removed to Scituate, but his name still élings to

the lands he recived in the early days of the colonye.

I have spoken of 8ilvy's Place and it is a good time to speak more at
1engthyaﬁaut the name, On the upper waters of the Trout or Furnace Brook
are several stretches of excellent meadow land. Some were owned by the
~ Faunce ahd‘Washburn families. Silvia VWashburn inherited some of these
lands, amdng them a piece of meadow ground directly on the Trout Ersck, or
rather thro which the brook flewed. It was called Silvy's meadow or
Silvy's place, and after the lands were sold,; the name persisted.  The
meadow was bought by men interested in the development of the mills on the
Trout Brook; more water was constantly needed Tor meeting the increasing
demands of the inﬁustries of thé town; it was decided to flow Silvy's meadow
and thus Tform a storage reservoir for the use of the mill below; and the
upper pond on Trout Brook is the result. The flowed territery extends
well up toward the headwaters of the brook. The old dyke still stands,

with its lovely little waterfall wﬁere the stream:plunges te the lower levél,

and the remains of the old Holmes & Hammond ice house which burned some years



ago. After the fresﬁet déstrqyeﬁkthe”canalvfromwﬁinter Eeadow (20
ng@ (now kmown as Russell's Pond), the_@regent‘canal was made by Thomas
Fussell (the“man who has left evidence of;sa ﬁany feats of miil‘engineering
and develepment of waﬁergp@wer in Kingston) who acguired the system about
that time. From him.the old Wintéryﬁeadoﬁ Pond received its present name§
Silvy’s‘Place is frequently called "gilver Place" but that is net the true
name for it. Silvy Washburn owned it.

Elm Street used to be called the Plympton Road and after the gold rush

of '49 it was cailed Gold Street, tho not cfficially.  Several of the men

who lived on that street joined the throng which hurried te %alifernia;
ambng them some ol ﬁhe*?ryantsg All ﬁhﬂ went’were not rewardeﬂ'by'great
wealth, a number of them hever returned, Lut some of the B ~ryantkmen came
back, with moderate returnu for thelr labor and h@rdshlpo. They built new
houses on Elm Street and had encugh besides to live’comfcrtably theréafter,
‘and the old Plympton Rea \d received a niclkname,; after thé manner of our New
England fcrebearse

Howland's Lane was laid out by the Town of Plymouth (while this was

still a part of Plymouth) s0 that the Howland family could get out to the
highway (Boston Road now Main Streetb) ﬁifhout trespassiﬁg on other men's
ylandsg In earlier,days,'a read,cr’path led thro the Rocky Hook to the
ferry ét,the mouth of 3oneé River, but after thevbriﬂges were built farther
upstream anﬁ’the.use of carts and wagons became more prevélent, the Terry

" route, which was for foot passengersAoniy, wags less used. Paths ran in
various unauthorized Ways from the Howland fafm and it became advisable to
lay out a definite and accepted way. It dates from 1695. (Plym. Town Recs.)
. The identity of the old route from the water front to the woodlots is
 not so easy to establlsh, partly due to the vagueness of early recerﬁs and
partly because so many private,earbpaths:have‘been made by men who lived in
thé Rocky Nook distriet and Whﬁ used them;fer_getting to different parts of

their own Terms. Gray's Lane (now called Smith's Lane) is one of these and
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Basler's Lane is anoéner. Either of them may be ﬁhe old way

1aié out or allowed about 1640 (?1ym Colony Reéﬁs>k Iﬁ is my opiniomn,
however, that the early way ran up from Lhe wharf at Rocky Nook thre the
‘lands held for many generations by the Delano family, passed to the south-
ward of the old P. Qobb store (now Ea@ler) and the the northward of Mr.
Gobh's house (new owned by heiré of Henry Blanchard), acrass the present
mill pend at éobb.& Drew's works and inte the present Smelt Pond Road (Pros-
"pect street) beyond the Prospect Hill. The“cartygathkis still usei;‘is o |
| easy to trace‘MGSt of the way, and is a recégnized "right of way" today.

Plain Dealing. ' Mr. William T. Davis says the meaning of the term is

"fhe plain by the sea" and comments on the continuance of the meaning in the
later name "Seaside" as applied to thé.railraad station for many yearsA(noW
called eorﬁage)o Plain Dealing extended from Doty's or the High or Skirt
Cliff (behind gt. kary s church) te the EocLy Nook meadows, altﬂo the lands
of the PIVLouth Cordage Company prohably cover the territory more usually
meant. Most of the plain_is,now in Plymouth‘puwnship.

The Noeck and the Rocky Hoock.  Because there is some confusion in the

use of the‘terms, I would like to say a few words aﬁout this part of EKings-

- ton. Thebword Ynook" was frequently used in the early days to indicate a
piece of land sheltefed and somwhat enclosed byvferest,}hills or rocky emi-
nences and other boundaries. The Captain's Nook in Euxhury between the
Captain's Hill and the (Duxl ury} bay, is an example, as is also our own ook
and the Recky Nook in present Zingston territory. It would seem as if the
name was early applied to the whole regiaﬁ at the Meuth of' the River and
that in time a certain part came tc be distinguished as the Rocky ﬁook,,the
portion to the east and south of the lowest reach of the river. or late’
yéars, the term "the Hook" has been applied to the lands west énﬁ north of
the'Streém; now known as "Ahdenah" and the Bay Farm, leaving the neme "Rocky

Hook" for the section across the river.

Raboth is sometimes spelled Rehoboth in old records and is undoubtedly
the same name ﬁhlch is vlven to the town 1n the scutheastern part of the shate
~ |l 1 7P l-o-hr parsi
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