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DESCRIPTION:

The residence at 156 Main Street was built c. 1720 in the Georgian style. This 5x3 bay, wood frame, 2 story building
sits on a granite foundation. The building has brick ends with clapboards on the facade. The hip roof is covered with
asphalt shingles. Paired brick chimneys are at each end of the building. The center entrance contains a 6-panel wood
door flanked by fluted pilasters with capitals and a floral motif. The door is surmounted by a 5-light transom and
semi-elliptical hood. The fenestration is symmetrical. The windows contain 6/6 wood sash with projecting window
hoods on the first story. The cornerboards are thin and flat. The cornice is boxed. A side ell on the east elevation is a
3x2 bay, 2 story building with a hip roof on a granite foundation. A narrow walkway connects a one story square, hip
roof building to the ell. The small square building is clad with wood clapboards with quoins enhancing the corners. A
large garage and barn are on the rear of the property.

HISTORICAL

NARRATIVE:

This house was built in the 18th century by John Thomas. The hill on which this house sits was labeled "Col.
Thomas Hill." According to a lecture given by Kingston's 19th-century historian Doctor Drew in 1897; The most
famous of the 92 Kingston men serving during the war was John Thomas, who lived in the house at the top of the hill
named for him now 156 Main Street. Thomas was a doctor and had been commissioned in March 1746, as second
surgeon in a body of troops raised by the Province to be stationed at Annapolis Royal. Dr,, Thomas had been
appointed surgeon's mate in Shirley's regiment 1755. He was appointed Colonel in the same regiment in 1759 and
reappointed by Gov. Pownall in 1760, and commanded his regiment part of both these years in Nova Scotia . The
Thomases and Severs were among the wealth Kingston families who owned slaves before the Revolution and some, if
not all, of the four blacks who later lived at Parting Ways (nicknamed "New Guinea" during the 1800's) belonged to
these families. By 1775, Thomas was a general of the army and commanded the Patriot forces at Roxbury and
Dorchester Heights until General George Washington arrived to take command of the Continental Army. General John
Thomas then was put in command of an expedition to Ticonderoga and crown Point on Lake Champlain, where he
died in 1776 after a few monthof the campaign (Melville 1976 p.89, 90, 92). By 1876 through 1903, William A.
Thomas resided in this house."
According to Melville, this house was damaged by fire in the late 1700's and rebuilt. This is an excellent example of a
Georgian style residence.
The Georgian style of American building dominated the English colonies for most of the 18th century. The style
grew from the Italian Renaissance, which emphasized classical details and reached remote England only in the
mid-16th century. There, Renaissance classicism first flourished during the period 1650-1750 under such master
architects as Indigo Jones, Christopher Wren, and James Gibbs. The style did not, however, begin to replace Post
medieval traditions in the American colonies until about 1700, when an expanding and increasingly prosperous
population began to seek more fashionable buildings. It was brought to the New World principally through architectural
building manuals known as pattern books. These ranged from expensive treatises stressing Italian models-the same
books from which Jones, Wren, and Gibbs received much of their inspiration-to inexpensive carpenters' handbooks
showing how to construct fashionable doorways, cornices, windows, and mantels.
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Melville, Doris Johnson. Major Bradford's Town: A History of Kingston: 1726-1976. Kingston, MA., 1976. [KPL]
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National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement
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Check all that apply:
M Individually eligible
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• Contributing to a potential historic district • Potential historic district
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Deirdre Brotherson

The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here.

This building is individually eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C for
its architectural significance as one of the best examples of Georgian style architecture in Kingston.
The property may also be eligible under Criterion B for its significance as the home of John Thomas.
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