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 BIOGRAPHICAL . SKETOHES,  -° . *
Address of Hon, Llewellyn A, Wadsworth, of ‘Hirem, Me., delivered at Dux-

bury,Mass,, Sept, 13, 1882, at the Wadsworth Heunion, held in Gommemora— o

bt qun&’ /T
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America,

Mr, President-Ladies an& Gentlemen:

As the religious devotee making his pilgrimage to a distant clime-to
the Palestine or the Mecca of his faith-turns toward the oross or the
cresent at the sunset hour to offer his devotions, 80, to—day, all over
brcard America, wherever a Wadsworth dwells, his heart, stirred and thr111~f
ed witl: the glorious memories of the past, turns instinctively, reverently,
to Duxhury,

From the Pine ‘tree State, the Empiré State, the "Land of Steady Hab-
its," from the sumy South and from the Western Praris, we come to the
l1and of our gorefathers, to seal our hearts anew/ with the inspiration
that clusters around Plymouth Rock, to consecrate ourselves anew in the
lahd of the Pilgrimse to the great ideas for which they lived and died, 1o
listen to the recital of their toils and sufferings, and %o contemplate
the virtues of noble women aand the valor of brave men,

Two hundred and fiftv times hag the bloom of Summer faded and Autumn ]
twined its wreaths of golden leaves around Time's withered hrow since our
ancestors landed on this coast; and as we stand on this hallo§eq ground,
whth solerm and pathetic recollactions of our sires £hronging thiiek and
fagt, it is fitting that, like Osgsian, the grand old poet of our father-

land,"We call back the years that have rolled away,Y
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~ Most conspicuous among the members or our family who have livad 1n

Maine was General Poleg Wadsworth Ho vas born in Duxbury, Mass., May 6,

1748 to Dea, Poleg and Lusanna S&mpeon Wadsworth bein? in the fourth ‘ﬁ-““

genoration from Ohristopher. The line of descent 1a ag’ followg Chrieto-:{'w
_ pher John, John Jr,, Dea, Peleg, Gen, Peleg. I regret that no history or R

tradition of his early 1ife has ever reachad me, He”graduated‘at Harvard
‘Q?llﬁg? in 1769, at tpe\lge of twent Fona, Amqng hiﬁ clagfqates were
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Alexander Qcammoll who became a distinguished offioer in’ the Revolution,
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and Theophilus Parsons, who became Chief Justicas of Massachusetts. After
he graduated he engaged in teaching in Plymouth, Mass,, where, in 1772, he
married Elizabheth Bartlett, a lady of eminent piety and uncommon 1ptellao—
tual qualities, Their children, eleven in number, by their mother and t
their father's mother, trace their descent from five of the Pilgrims who
landed at Plymouth Rock from the Mayflower, including elder William
Brewster and Captain John Alden, He raemoved to Kingston, Mags,, as may Be
inferred from the fact that hig first child, Alexandsr Scammell Wadsworthf
was born there, May 9, 1774, We soon f£ind him among the loyal gons of Mass i
mingling in the stirring scenes of the Revolution., On Sept, 26, 1774, &
meeting of delezates from Plymouth County met at Plympton, and Peleg
Wadsworth, with others, were chogen a committee of correspondencs, He re-—
cruited a company of minute men, and was chosen captain, Early in 1775 the
town of Kingston voted to purchase %3 gtand of arms and equipments for 3%
soldiers—the company commanded by gaptain Peleg Wadsworth,

Immediately after the battle of Lexington the Kingston company march—
ed in Col, Cotton'a regiment to dislorge Col, Balfour's regiment of Brit-
ish troops at Marshfield, On feaching Marshfield a council of officers ﬁas
held, Capt, Wadsworth becames impatient at the delay and marched hislcom—
vany to the vicinity of the ensmy, but Col, Balfour and his troops retreat
ed, and embarking on several vesselg gailed for Boston,

I have read that Peleg Wadsworth served as a colonel in the battle of

Long Island, but whetlier in cormand of a regiment ar as a gstaff officer I
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" cannot ascertain. He was in (ol, OOtton a regiment that formpd a part of ...
}Jtho detachment that was ordered to throw up 1ntrenchments on Dorchester '
Heights. On Aug, 28, 1776, while his wife was with him, sheir first—born

; died and was buried within the intrenchmonts. In March, 1776, he was
apppinted Aid to Gen, Warad ‘'when the Heights were oocupied, It was the
'fbrmiaablo character of the‘troéps and the defenoes on Dorghestor Heights
that caused the hasty retreat of Gen, Howe and the British iroops from
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agsisted in laying out the defences of Roxbury., In 1778 he was appointed

Adjutant General of Magsachusetts, .

In 1779 the Britishlsent a fleet to ocoupy Bagaduce,(now called
cagtine, ) at the mouth of the Penobscot River in Maine, The Massachusettis
Board of Waw in return sent a fleet under com, Saltonstal, of connectiocut,
and a land force under Gen, Solomon Lovell, the Brig, Gen, of Suffolk Co.,
and Gen, Peleg Wadsﬁorth was second in command, The attack upon the
British ferces works by the land forces is noted in history as one of the
most brilliant and heroic engagements during the war, In 1780 Gen, Wads-—
worth, with a force of six hundred men, was placed in commaiid of the whole
coast of Maine, to protect it from British and Tories, He wasg authorized
to execute mertial law, and his firmness and intrepid bearing soon over-
awed the Tories of that region, lMaine was peculiarly sxposed, from its ex—
tensivo frontier and-ita long line-of seé coast, and Gen, wadsworth's 50—
gpongibilities were very great and his duties arduous; but his courage and
patriotism never faltered, his fortituds was wonderful, and his duties
were performed with that careful accuracy of method and system that per-
nmeated every act of his long and distinguished career, and thé British
could gain no permanent advantage during his oeccupancy, After the term of
service of his troops expired he was left with only a guard of six sold-
iers at his head-quarters at Thomaston, Maine, his ramily being with him,
and it being his intention to leave in a few days, The British commander

at Castine heard of his exposed situstion and sent a lieutenant and
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7'twanty-five men to capture him At midnight“on Fqb 13 lggg»rho wag ' "
,f awakened by loud and rapid reports of musketry and %he o?ashing of glaas o

s ldaions agatnat nie ansatlonts; raf
The British then attacked another door, which they broke in, This time the-

T
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1n his windows. On the approach of the enemy the,sodtry ha&ﬂohallenged
o N2 :
them and retreatod to the house. A vomley of bulletg were ﬂiggd after him,A-s

i

while others were firad 1nto the wiadowa. The British quickly took Posses-—
“gion of the house, except one room, which Gen. Waasworth OOcupied alone,

Hers, with a bracas of pistols, a gpsee and a blunderbuss ho‘oontended

A (BORGAYRY 51 o bR AROTIANG FARGONS: .o

General's hlunderbuss missed fire, but with that fear;ess-intrepidity that
ever characterized his career he fought singlehanded and alone against a

score of men with his bayonet, Being in his nigh-clothes he was a conspic-

uous mark, and a bullet soon pierced his elbow, when, finging himself dis-

abled, he surrendered, Lieut, Stockton complimented him for his heroic

defense, when the Gensral replied, that from the manner of their attack hofé-
inferred that they did not intend to capture him alive, and hahintended to“’;
gell hig 1ife as dearly as possible, His wound prevented him from wearing v

his coat, and a hlankat was thrown over him snd he was hurried away to a ’il

»
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vessel, After walking a mile in the snow and intenas cold he became ex— :
hausted from over—exertion and loss of blood, and was placed ﬁpon a horse.“é‘
He was taken to a vessel, carried across the bay to Bagaduce and imprison-
ed in Fbrt'Georgo. Fof two weeksg he Xinaw nothing of the fate of his family ﬁi
conegisting 4f his wife, a son of five years, two daughters, younger, and b
a Miss Fenno, of Boston, a friend of ifrs, Wadsworth, He was rogarded'aé a

man of too much congequence to ne .exchangaed, and was refused the privilege

of a parols, He was allowed to write to the Governor of Magsachusetta,

also to Mrs, Wadsworth, and he soon learnsd that his family was safe, Maj].
William Burton, a brave officer who served in 1780 undesr Gen, Wadsworth,

was confined in the room with him, After two months imprisonment Gen, wads
worth was visited by his wife and Miss Fenno; and he received a hint that

he wes to be taken to fngland, and probably tried and executed, He gave




- his barher a dollar for gimlet with which he bored holes around a large» @1{
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.;portion or tho pine ceiling, 1111ng thqm up with chowed bread Ab. midn;g? !ﬁf
of Juns 18th, just four montha after his capture, amid the dquness of a ﬂ“f
tempostuous nightd thunder storm, that drove the sentinela to shelter, he - ]
cut “ith his penknife the spaces betueen the gimlet holes, making an -open-. ;

ling through which he and Ma], Burton escaped Gen. Wadsworth let himgelf

down the walls of the fort, twenty foat high, by means of. nis blanket, In o

“ 4he darkness he became separated ﬁromtlaﬂéﬂmurtonz,GanewWa@awqmth waded , . i
across the cove, a distance of a mile, the water reaching about to his
armpits, The next morning he found Maj, éurton, and after three days of
t01il and suffering they reached the St, George settlement,

In 1797, Presidant Dwight of Yale College, who had been a'chaplain;iﬁ'::
the American Army, visited Portland, Me,, and was the gues$ of General 1 ajjﬁf
Wadsworth, from whom he stated that he received an uninterrupted succes—' K Y
gion of c¢ivilities; he also raceived from the General, and wrote, a minute Qif
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and thrilling account of his caps$ure, imprisonment and escape, Gen, ‘vaad‘s.—_*‘.?_.;"'k

e
worth at the time of its publication vouched for the accuracy of the ace— -

count, which covers twenty-five printed pages, After his escape he residedw ;
several years in lassachusetts, He removed to Portland, Me., in 1784, In
1785 ho built the first brick house ever erected in Portland, the bricks
having been brought from Philadelphia. The house still standsg on gongress’
st,, and has since beén occunied by his son—-in-law, Hon, Stephen Long- |
fellow, the father of the poet, We may well commend the good tagte shownn . -
by Gen, Wadsworth in selecting Portland as his place of residence, for New :E
England wears no fairer gem in her coronet of beauty than the Forest city7
the home of Longfellow's, '"Lost Youth,'—vthe dear old town that is seated
by the sea,"

Gen, Wadsworth engaged in trade in Portland for several years, He was
chosen president of a convention that mat from time to time to consult’on
the separation of Maine from Magsachusetts, Im 1792 he was elected to the

Senate of Massachusetts,” In the same year he was elected a Member of




li'{‘crtanéross from the District of Mains; and he diacharped hia duties with ,
'such ability and fidelity that he was eleoted saven ooneecutive terms' : :ﬁi
serving from 1793 t111 1807, In 1798 the oitizens of Portland gave him a }
public dinner in approbation of his pfficial eonduct, In 1790 he purohased ‘
Of the State of Mass,, seven thousand rive hundre@ acres of land, now 1n—
cluded in Hiram, Me,, between the Saco and the Ogsipee rivere, the price
heing 12 1-2 cts, per acre, Ho commenced to clear a farmsimmediately, and
.his success 16 shown by a atatement in tho Fastern éorald;”printed in
Portland, sept, 10, 1783, as follows: "Gen, Wadsworth thinka he has raised
more than 1000 bushel)s of corn on burnt land at a place called Great:
Ossipee, about thirty-six miles from Portland," In 1795 he built a housge
and settled his oldestson, 0Oaptain Charles Les Wadsworth, on his tract, In
1800 he built a house for himself, the largest ever built in Hiram, which
is still standing, On Jan, 1, 1807, Gen. Wadsworth me removed to his rural
home, and soon after (Feb, 279n) procured the incorporation of the town=
ship; and being a Free Mason, had it named Hiram, in honor of Hiram, King
of Tyre, and Hiram APIff, the rirst Most Excellent Grand Master, with his
son,Capt, Charles L, Wadsworth, he engaged in farming and lumhering, He
was a skilled surveyor, and was of great service and usefulness in the new
township, He was selectman 31x years, treasurer twelve Vears, and a magi—
strate for many years, being orften an arbiter and alwavs a Peace-maXer, He
was regardeq as the patriarch of the settlement; and hig home wag the
central point in the region for law, literature, refinement and hogpital-
ity, He was a liveral patrop of education, Some of our aged and disting-
uished citizensg revert with pleasure and gratitude to one of his last
mnificent acts, when, in the poverty of the settlement, he established a
free schocl at the town house, and rode through the town on horse-back in
his ejghtieth vear, inviting the children to attend,

Hig family record and history is asg follows;~
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"%Elizabeth

i aen, Peleg Wadsworth; born in Duxbury,Mags, ,May. 6,1748;d1ed in Hiram,Me,, -
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Bartlett; born\ihuPlympﬁth;Hﬁss;,Aug.ﬁé,lVSS;d;ed in Hiram,AMgg,v

July 20, 1ags,

A

" Ghildren: ;; v ‘;”" o o S ) o

Alexander Scammell;born in Kinéston,MaSs;,ﬁay”9,1774;died’within the

- Revolutionary fortificatiohe htiDorchester,Aug: 28,1775,' "(;;

al

~ Oapt, Charles L°°‘¢p°?ﬁh3“;f;yg%%ﬁgz“ﬁ%ﬁ??'ﬂfgﬁhw§%$_%33§ksdi°d,%néyﬁ”@ﬁ

Hiram, Me,, Sept, 29, 1848,

Zilpah; born in Duxbury, Mass,, Jan,” 6, 1778; was merried Jan, 1, 1804
to Hon, Stephen Longfellow, and was the mother of Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow, the post, She died in Portland, Marech 12, 1851,

Elizabeth; born in Ebston, Masé., Sept, 21, 1779, died in Portland,
Aug, 1, 1803,

John born in Plymouth, Mass,, Sept, 1, 1781, graduated at Harvard
College in 1800, admitted to the Bar of Cumberland co,, Me,, in 1808,
dled in Hiram, Jan, 22, 1860, He was an accomplished scholar and
linguist, |

Lueis; born in Plymouth, Mass,, June 13, 178%, died in Portland, Oct,
17, 1864, An elaborate Obituary from the pen of Hon, william Willis
closed with the fellowing lines:

"OT no disorder, of no blagt she died,
fruit
But rell 1ike autumn Iesves that mellowed long,"

Lieut, Henry; born in Falmouth,(now Portland, ) June 21, 1785, A Lieut,
in the U, s, Navy at the age of nineteen, Killed before Iripoli,Sept.
4, 180&, while aiding in running a torpedo ship into the venemy's fles

George; born in Portland, Jan, 6, 1788, died in Philadslphia, April 8,
1816, He was said to have been one of the best penmen in the u, s,

gom, Alexénder Scammell; born in Portland, May 7, 1790, He was for i
years commodores in the U,3,Navy, and was said to have bsen one of the
finest-looking officers in the service, He died in Washington,Dn,c,,
April 5, 1851,

Samuel Bartlett; b, in Portland,Sept.1,1791;disd 1in tastport, Oct,2,'74
Gen, Peleg;bh,in Portland,00t.10.179%.8an4 woe o am 4w dun seddaci 0.



. Gen, Wadsworth, the subject of this address, and his excellent wife, '
had long been members of the Congregational4as 0hurch i

The influence of such a man can never die, I am proud to believe that
the reputation sustained by my native town for exalted patriotiam is
largely gge be atiributed to the fact, that our young men had heard the
inspiring story of his herioc deeds in the Revolution, from their grand-
sires, around their hearth stones, and it formed their first lessons of
patriotism as 1t fell from their mother's 3ips, mingled -with the cradle— -
hymns of their childhood, One hundred of our young men—the flower and
bloom and chivalry of Hiram-laid the briéht May of youth and the glory of
manhood upon the altar of the Union;and to-day, among the martyred song of
the Republic, forty-two of thenm arakslceping the heroes' last sleep heneat'\n
the 30ds of the battle-fisla whereAthey Tell, beside the gloomy prigons @
where the$ starved, or on the green hillside of the old homesgtead, where,
weary and worn, they came home to die, In these days of crime in high
Places, of failure, embezzdement and defalcation, it is refreshing to con-
template the character of a man l1ike Peleg Wadsworth, against whom, during
his honored career of more than four-score vears, the voice of scandal was
never raised, Duty was his guiding star, His lofty character, founded on
truth, justice and integrity, as upon the Rock of Ages, is still rever—
enced by his townsmen and cherished as a precious legacy by hds posterity,
His methods were as Stainless as the snow, and his motives as pure and
transparent as crystal waters,

On a high plateau in the valley of the winding and gilvery Saco,
whose majestic cataract mekes endless melody as its bright waters roll on-
ward to the sea, set like a gem in 1its circlet of hillas and moﬁntains, the
old ancestral Wadsworth mansion still stands, On an eminance nearly in the
ghadow of "the forest primevel,vsleeps the honored patriarch among his

kindred, well worthy of the sulogium upon his tablet, "He was a Patriot,

a Philanthropist, and a Ohristian,"

Two sons of Gan, Wadsworth were gallant officers in the U, S, Navy,
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and another served jn the war of 1812, Henry, for whom his nephew, the
a poet Longfellow was named, was a'lieutanant,at the age pg ﬁin@teen; and

‘was attached to the schooner Secourge in com. Decatur's expedition pbefore

R L o
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.Tripoli in 1804, As he took leave of his friends before embarking a sister

T

remarked,"Henry, I fear we shall soon hear that you are & prisoner,**No,

~

Lucia,"he replied with determined emphasis,"you ghall never hear that of .

me." The last entry in his journal hefore 4the attack in which he lost his ;L

. 1ife was this: tWe are . in dailly exppotatiq@ of _the Gommodore 8 arrival fr°ﬂwﬁh

.....

Syracuse, with the gun—-boats and homb-vessels, and then, Tripoli, he On

thy guard,." The story of his heroic death is ingerived 6én a marble ceno— <
taph erected by his father to his memory in the Eaate;n cemetery in Port- =f
1and, On the gouthwest face:"In memory of Henry wadsworth,son of Peleg |
wadsworth, Lieut, U, S, Navy, who fell baefore the walls of Tripoli on the
eave of Sept, 4,1804, in the twantieth year of his age, by the explogion of

a fire—ship, which he and others gallantly conducted against the enemy, n

the northwest face are these lines:

L e el Ty

"My country calls, this world adieu;
1 have ons 1ife: that 1life 1 give for you,"

On the southeast face is an extract from a letter of com, Preble: "Deter—
mined at once, they prefer desth, and the destruction of the enemy, to(‘/‘xu—
:;;igze and torturing slavery,"On the northwest face is an axtract from a
resolution of congress:"An honor to hig country, and en eaxample to all ex—
cellent youth,®

com, Alexander Scarmell wadsworth, the ninth child of Gen,Wadsworth,
was & 1ieutensnt in the U, S. Navy, at the age of twenty-two, When the
Frigate constitution,*0ld Ironsidee," fought her memorable battle in Aug,
1812,.1n which she captured the British Frigate Guerierre, Alexander S,
Wadswortih was 24 Lieﬁt. on board the victorious ship. The 1st Lieut.,
Morris, was wounded gaverely early in the action, and Lieut, wadsworth
to0ok% his place, On his return to Portland his fellow citizens presented

him sn elegant sword, in commendation of his brave conduct as an officer,



'He was an officer on the ship that carried our. minister Hon. 1001 Barlow,

¢o Rranoo, in 1811 and for courtesiss received that genthman presented t

*him a sword, He rosme to the renk of commodoro.
: Gen, Peleg Wadsworth, the olevonth child of Gen Wacsworth 'waa for
’many years the wealthiost man and largest land—holder in Hiram, but his 4“
merits rested not upon wealth or the pride 9: ancestry, bqt upon hia pure;,
life and'unswerving integrity, He was a conéistént Ghristian from his |
youth and a member of tha Gongregationé; ghuriyﬂ?fﬂ%%r?? i;eﬁmitsmsanQa;”
tlon. Ha was a good military officor, was a magistrate for many years, and
held other important offices; and all his business was pre—eminently
accurate, svstematic and exact, and his penmanship was as plain as\a
printed page, He kept a diary and record of the weather for sovehty years,
He was a successful farmer, an ex cellont surveyor of land, and in his
youth was a model teacher:teaching a school in his native town in his
twvelfth vear,

Zilpah, the eldest daughter of Gen, Wadsworth, was married to Hon,
Stephen Longfellow, a distinguished lawysr of Portland, In her character
of rare excellence was combined all that exalts and ennobles the heart of
a Christian lady, She also possassad intelldctual qualities of Z:ﬁzgh
oréer, One fact alone would well cause her name to be spoken with rever—
ence in every civilized land beneath the sun: she was the mother of Henry
Wadswérth Longfellow, - '

In conclusion, let us hope that the historian of the wadsworth family
will give due prominence to thoase who have fought or died for their native
land, The Wadsworths of Hiram bore an honorable part in the war for the
Union, Seth enlisted ana served in the 17th Reg't Maine Vols,thres years,
Margnall I,and Alexander Wadsworth enlisted in the 27th Reg't Maine Vols,,
and were in the battalion of their regiment,consisting of iliree hundred

and thirty officers and privates, who received the thanks of President

Lincoln and Secretary Stanton, also bronze medals from gongress, for vol-
untesring, after their term of service expired, to aid in thea defengce of

Washington while the troops from the garrisons werse gsent forward to the
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" pattle of Gottysburg. ¢harles Wadsworth Buttarfiold, hose mother was a o &

)

A

‘f Wadeworth was a volunteer in the 9th Reg't Maine vome., and diad in SOuthaﬁ
Carolina from & bullet wound n his lungs. Peronance, tha Goddess of o
Liberty, as she roams over the sunny plains rrom which she has g0 long

~ been exiled, will pause to weep over the saored rosting plaoe of her brave"
defender, which will never be bedewed by a sister's toars or consgecrated N
by a mother g prayers, |

. sl y . The Pine Tree State folds nat ;within jex Qgggmwp qggtyr Ore DIave,. s

o

loyal and chivalrous than John C, wadsworth, of Hiram, an .officer of the

17th Reg't U.S.A,,who fell at the age of twentv~five, bravely" fighting in

the venguard of Freedom, on the historio sods of Gettyaburg. Were we, hidé

townsmen, to consult our feelings, our tribute would he the gad, silent ;

eloquence of tears, But the Tree of Liberty will grow richer and brighter u;

from the blood by which it is nourished and the tears by which it is water-

ed, The wild storm of the battle—field heats no more,and Peace, like an

angel of mercy, spreads her bright pirions in our native land, and Whispggs,g
| consolation to- the bereaved, that their loved ones have not died in vain,
. The Union is doubly dear to us, since the best blood of the fathers has

been shed in its formation, and that of the sons in its defencs,

Stronger even than the Constitution are the invisahble chords stretch- y

ing from southern battle—fields to northern homes; and sorrowing parents s
fesl their hearts drawn tenderly toward the sunny land whose ever green
bosom furnishes a sepulchre for their patriot sons, Let us pay our debt of )
gratitude to the herioc dead by transmitting the story of their valor to
our children, and our children's children; and teach them also to he

patriots, and guard well the 1egacv of liberty and union that: they have

received, . Our m=eting here has been pleasant, and our parting will bhe

cheered by the hope that we shall moet again,

A land of rest is gleaming,where 1ife's sparkling waves roll bright,
A land that xnows no sorrows, and 1o darkling shades of night,

And the hand of Faith points upward,to the bright and golden shore; i
May wa meet again in heaven to e parted naveruorae, |



