Captain Simson Samson.

Captain Simeon Samson (Peleg 3, Isaac 2, Abraham 1) was son of Peler and
Mary (Ring) Samson, born in ¥ingston August 1736; marrisd 1759 Deborah Cushing
She was born in Hingham 31 August 1740, daughter of Seth Cushing of that to;n.
(Notes-~ In his will, Captain Samson writes his name as I have now written it,
In the Massachusetts Archives his name occurs several times and always without
the "p". All his descendants to the present time (1864) conformed to the
same orthography which is unquestionably the true method of writing the name ).
In youth, he betook himself to a sea-faring life anrd performed many voyages
in the employment of the merchants of Plymouth. In 1760 he was taken prisoner
by the French, in a vessel belonging to Goodwin & Warren of that rlace. The
Frepch captain released the vessel upon the promise of a sum of money and Mr.
Samson was iert in his hands as & hostage. He escaped in the dress of a fe-
male and returned to his family in Plymouth. On the treaking out of the Rev-
olutionary War a maritime force being deemed essential to the successful prose.
cution of the conflict, the Provincial Congress of Massachusetts appointed ‘
him their first naval captain. (See Thacher's History of Plymouth). He im-
mediﬁtely tocok command of the armed brigantine "Independence" belonging to the
Province which had been built at Kingston under his direction. (Note:- The
name of théﬁvossel which wasigiven tc her, it would seem, some months tefore
the Daclaration of Independence, indicates that a separation from the mother-
country was already determined upon, as early as the spring of 1778, The
Tirst payroll of the brig "Independence" commenced 17 April 1776. The last
terminated 5 July 1777 on the return of Captain Samson from Halifax. His pay
in the "Independence" and "Hazard" was 14 pounds & per month; in the "Yars"
162 pounds per month, the currency being depreciated. Most of this sketch of
Captain Samson is derived from a manuscript furnished by one of his grandsons)
In this veassel he was eminently successful. He captured and sent in flve
prizes, one of which was the "Roebuck", Captain White, in the autumn of 1778,
Shortly after this (probably early in 1777), he was himself captured by a

British cruiser, commanded by Captain Dawson, after a severe and bloody con-
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flict. The intrepidity and skill exhibited by Captain Samson were applauded
even by the enemy; and had he been properly sustained by his crew, he would
probebly have been the victor. The papers of that day state that he was driv.
en to the necessity of running ‘through the body two or three of his men, who ,
abandoned their guns at the most trying moment. One of these was his third

captivity

lieutenant. Soon afiter his zxpxxrm --- which was spent at Fort Cumberland
near Halifax --- (Note:- He was sent from Halifax to Boston to be exchanged
28 June 1777) --~ he was appointed 15 August 1777 to the command of the armed
brig "Hazard", fitted out by the state of Massachusette. In this vessel he
took several prizes, among which was the ship "Live Oak". In 1779, he was se-
lected to cormand the ship "Mercuryé built at Plymouth for Congress ky Mr.
John Peck. She was employed to carry despatches to our ministersin France.
In this ship, he returned from Nantz during the severe winter of 1780. He was
promoted 11 May 1780 to the command of the armed ship "Mars", a larsger vessel,

‘ maternal '
belonging to the state. (Note:-~ The compiler's,grandfather, Thomas Giles, was
sailmaker of the ship "Mars" in th{soruise under Captain Samson).’ In this
vessel he was also emplcyed in carrying despatches; and cérried‘gg;;ﬁour mins
isters to Europe. These facts show the confidence that was reposed in him, -
While in the "Mars", .
Nuxrntirndxfrex he captured the British flagship "Trial". He retired
from command of the "Mars" 12 March 1781, and, so far as we know, this was the
close of his naval career. Botwithstanding his tmportant service to his coun-
try, he found himself in the possession of & very soanty estate, and with a
numerous family dependent upon him for support. In 1788, he Aisposed of his
mansion house on ¥iddle Street, Plymouth, and purchased a farm in the neirh-
boring town of Plympton. In that town, he dled, of apoplaxy, 22 June 1789 -
aged 53. He was burled upon h§;ffarm; but afterwards the remains were removed
to Burial Hill in Plymouth, where an appropriate monument marks his last rest-
ing-place, Few naval commanders stood higher in the public esteem. Few citi-

zens were more respected for thedg domestic virtues. His will, dated 14 April

1767, proved 3 August 1789, recorded 1in Plymouth Frobate 31 - 28, gives wife
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Deborah the whole use and improvement of my wholes estate, both real and per-
sonal, so long as she remalns my widow. Mentions my daughter lydia Cushing
Goodwin; daughters Deborah, Mercy, Maria, unmarried. I sgive to my son George
Washington Samson, my wearing apparel, my sea-chest, all my warlike instruments
books, maps, charts; also the remainder of my estate, stc. His widow Deborah
survived him more than forty years. She &led at Homer, Courtland County, New
York, 19 May 1830, aged 83 years, 8 monthas. Their children, besides above
died young.

Children.
Lydia b. 1762, m, William Goodwin, died 1815. Widower married her siéter.
George b, 17681, m, Hannah C. Shaw
Mércy b. 1777, m. Maj., Levi Bradford
Maris b. 1784, m. Rev, Daniel Johnson ‘

Deborah b, 1768, m. 1. Rev, Ephralim Brisgs
2. William Goodwin (above) as his second wife.

Above account is taken from the Sampson Genealogy by John Adams Vinton who
also wrote the Vinton and the Giles Memorials.

From the Sampson Genealogy, we also find that Peleg, the father of Captain Sim.
ecn, was grandson of Abraham Samppson whe—came—in—the Mayflower-16820. He was
born in Plympton in 1700 and lived in various blaoea és shomn by the recorded
births of his children. His daughter Mary was born in Perbroke in 1724 and
his son Peleg was born in the same place in 1726; Mercy was born in Plympton
in 1731, Simeon in Kingston in 1738. He was of Middleboro in 1738/9 when his
daughter Priscilla was baptized in the first chirch. Peleg Samson married
Mary Ring(in 1722, whose grandmother was a daughter of Stephen Hopkins of the
Mayflower). While Beleg Sampson was in Plympton he was 2 nailer; later he had
en iron works in Middleboro, whi¢ch were suppressed by the Royal Government,

He died 27 April 1741. He served as private in a company commanded by Cant.

(afterwards Gen.) John Winslow, in the expedition against the Spanish West



